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“More Precious 
**Your faith, being more precious than gold.’’—1 Peter1:7 


By C. L. Goodrich 


HREE precious things on my thought laid hold, 
As we stood one day in a churchyard old. 


High in a tree, ’gainst the sky’s deep blue, 
With a rapture which thrilled her through and through, 


A song-bird was voicing with exquisite trills  * 


The joy with which Nature her children fills. 


All dainty and fair and full of charm, 
A child unconscious of death and harm 


A little aside on the greensward strayed, 
And threw to her pastor a smile which made 


His heart grow warm with the happy glow 
That loving childhood can bestow. 


From the lips of a man who had been redeemed, 
With a light on his face that of heaven seemed, 


There rose and soared, triumphant and strong, 
A deathless trust on the wings of song, 


A hymn of the faith and immortal hope 
Of which no grave can limit the scope. 


The varied delights of Nature hold 
A value which cannot be weighed in gold ; 


The smile of childhood is far more dear 
Than the terms of the bankers can ever make clear ; 


But the word “ more precious ” is one we save 
For the faith that can sing at an open grave. 











Proving It 

Men who get results that other men can not get 
are sure of a respectful hearing. To ‘‘ make good"’ 
by a certain method is one of the surest ways of con- 
vincing the other man that he had better use the same 
method. And to fail to ‘«make good’’ by the method 


that we are ‘‘ talking up,’ 


* damages the claims of that 
method badly. 


So if we are preaching Christ as a de- 


pendable Saviour of men, we must show them a con- 
vincing salvation. We can not escape the terms that 
‘‘If you want your neighbor to know what the Christ- 
spirit will do for him, let him see what it has done for 
you.’’ The most convincing evangelism is the spoken 
word which comes from a life of supernatural victory, 
and power, and peace, and love, and lovableness, 
Men want that sort of life for themselves. Are we 
making it easy for them to get it by showing them how 
marvelously our Lord ‘* makes good"’ in us? 


= 
In the Shop 


God is looking for opportunities of transmitting 
his power. Are we ready to be his opportunity? A 
Christian worker who, through illness, has had to lay 
aside for a while the usual duties of life, writes to a 
friend : ‘*I would rejoice to be once more a cog in a 
wheel geared up to the transmission of His power in 
the work we love.’ Such cog work in the wheels of 
God s machinery is open to us all; even if we must 
be inactive for a while, we can still fit in effectively 
through prayer and trust. For a cog’s chief business 
is just to yield to the power. 


a” 
The Bible’s Secret 


It is not necessary for the world to have the Bible 
in order to know something of the difference between 
right and wrong. All men are given more or less of 
this knowledge directly from God. But it is neces- 
sary for the world to have the Bible in order to know 
how to do right, and how to stop doing wrong. As 
Bishop Moule says in his remarkable book, ‘‘ Grace 
and Virtue,’’ «‘We have to remember for one thing 


< 


that the business of the Book, its properly distinctive 
message, is not so much the portrayal of virtue as the 
unfolding of the divine secret how to be virtuous.’’ 
That secret is Christ. The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, as our Substitute, Saviour, and Life, 
is the unique revelation of the Bible; no man ever 
has, or ever could, think out Jesus Christ for himself. 
Only the supernatural power of Jesus received as Sa- 
viour and dwelling within us as Lord can make possible 
our doing right and our ceasing to do wrong. And 
this secret of the gift of God's undeserved grace to us 
is the heart message of the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation. Has the secret of the Bible become the 
open glory of our life ? 


x 
The Offer 


No man has ever had the opportunity that God 
offers you to-day. Will you step into it gladly, and 
let Christ use it to the uttermost? When we look at 
our life from God's standpoint we begin to see the 
splendor of the plans that God has made for us. 
General Armstrong, of Hampton Institute, felt this 
way about what God had offered him, and in a mem- 
orandum that was read after his death he said : ‘*Few 
men have had the chance that I have had. I never 
gave up or sacrificed anything in my life—have been, 
seemingly, guided in everything.’’ So, with our own 
unique opportunity, there is offered to us in Christ 
such a riches of God's grace that, as we accept all he 
has to give, we shall find that we have apparently 
never sacrificed anything,—after we have sacrificed 
everything. Coudd we have a more wonderful Father 
and Saviour? An opportunity all our own, success 
assured, every step of the way one of ease—wearing 
the easy yoke : this is life as God wants us to know it. 


The Mystery of Hidden Things 


HICHEVER way we turn we come upon mys- 
tery. There are very few things that we really 
know, and what we do know we know only in 

part—we see in a mirror, darkly. We know a little 
about certain things, but we soon reach the limit of 
our knowledge. We begin the study of some science, 
and after we have ‘‘mastered it,’’ as they say in the 
schools, we find that we have only touched the edges 
of an illimitable field of facts. 

Isaac Newton, after all he had learned in a lifetime 
of study and research, said he was but a child, pick- 
ing up a few shells and bright stones on the shore of 
the sea, while the ocean in all its vastness lay yet be- 
yond him with its wonderful, hidden mysteries, un- 
explored and unexplorable. So it is with the wisest 
men, the men who know the most. Here is a great 
astronomer, He has spent years in a study of the 
heavens, He has looked through great telescopes, 
watching the movements of suns, planets and satellites, 
and investigating the laws, phenomena and conditions 
of the starry world. He is regarded as an authority 
on astronomy. Scholars everywhere honor him and 
accept his opinions and judgments as final. But how 
much does he really know about the great universe, 
with its millions of suns and systems of worlds, some 
of them so far away that a beam of light that started 
the day Moses was born has not yet reached our little 
earth. The greatest astronomer is only gathering a 
few facts and fragments of knowledge on the merest 
edge of a boundless field of unrevealed knowledge. 

It is the same ir all sciences. How much do the 
wisest mental philosophers know of the human mind, 
the brain, the will, the emotions? What do the most 
learned scholars and experimenters know about life— 
what it is, its origin, its nature? For centuries they 


have been investigating, trying to find out what life is, 
what it is that makes a plant differ from a stone ; but 
they have not been successful. What -do the most 


advanced electricians really know about electricity ? 
They are finding out some of its marvelous powers and 
uses, and are bridling and harnessing it and employing 
it in a thousand practical ways, but nobody knows yet 
what electricity is, or whence it comes. 

All about us is mystery—in ourselves and in nature 
—in the sky above us, and in the earth beneath us, 
It is but little we know. We goa little way and a 
veil is dropped, cutting off our further progress. Se- 
cret things everywhere ! 

The same is true of the spiritual world. We talk 
about God sometimes as if we knew all about him. 
How much do we really know about him? Nature re- 
veals hints of his wisdom and power. We learn a few 
things of him from the Scriptures. We learn most of 
him from the record of Jesus Christ, who was the reve- 
lation of God in the human life. John gathered all his 
thought of God into one little word of four letters— 
‘*God is love."’ Yet how much do we know of God? 
We cannot know save in the smallest degree. We 
may learn something of his character—his goodness, 
his mercy, his patience and forbearance, in our own 
experience. But we cannot really understand him. 

The ways of God, too, are full of strange, inscrutable 
mystery. We cannot know why he does this or that. 
It is often said that God would not be God if we could 
understand him. He is infinite in his holiness, his 
justice, his goodness, his’ truth, his power, his love, 
and in all the qualities of his being. Can a finite be- 
ing, like one of us, comprehend the great, glorious, in- 
finite God? Bacon said, ‘‘ He laboreth in vain who 
shall endeavor to draw down heavenly mysteries to 
human reason ; it rather becomes us to bring our rea- 
son to the adorable throne of divine truth.”’ 

We are told that Augustine had been thinking long 
about the Trinity, trying to make out how there could 
be three in one and one in three, but he was not able 
to solve the problem. One night he dreamed that he 








was beside the sea and saw a little child carrying water 
(‘in a shell and pouring it into alittle cavity he had hol- 
|| lowed out in the sand. .He asked the chiki what he 
_ was doing, and the answer was, ‘‘I am going to put 
all “the water of the sea into my little lake.’’ Augus- 
|| tine smiled at the child's thought. ‘Foolish child, 
| you never can get the great sea into your little lake.’’ 
The child replied that it would be as easy as for Au- 
“gustine to comprehend the great truth of the Trinity 

with his human mind, 

‘Everywhere we find mystery which it is vain for us 
to hope to or try to understand, ‘There are ‘‘ secret 
ithings,’’ things which have not been told us, not re- 
ovealed to us, which we cannot know, cannot find out. 
. These ‘‘ secret things belong unto Jehovah our God.”’ 

That is, they are in his keeping. When we know that 

God is our Father, that God is love, we may leave these 

mysteries in his hands, knowing that we have nothing 

to fear, There is no mystery with him. 

People sometimes object to the Bible because it has 
sO many mysteries in it. But there is not a mystery 
unrevealed which we need to know in order to be saved, 
It is easy to raise hard questions, questions which no 
one can answer. How can what Christ did on the 
cross nineteen hundred years ago save us to-day? 
How could Christ rise again from the dead? How can 
God hear prayers that are offered to him on the earth? 
How can our prayers possibly affect his work? Why 
are we not told more in the Bible about heaven? How 
can God forgive sins? These and other questions like 
them cause many people to stumble when asked to 
commit themselves to Christ. But it is not necessary 
in beginning a Christian life to be able to answer all 
of these or any other like questions ; the only thing 
we need to do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us never forget, also, that we cannot tell what 
any morrow may hold for us, The future is always 
veiled and hidden from our eyes. Shall we find joy 
waiting, or sorrow? Will it be a path of roses or of 
thorns on which our feet shall walk? We know not. 
These are among the secret things that belong to the 
Lord our God. 
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Sometimes people say they wish they could know 
their future, that they might for it. That is 
a mistaken wish, It is far better that we should not 
know what awaits us, If we knew the joys that are to 
be ours, we might be so enraptured with the expecta- 
tion that we would not do our work faithfully, If we 
knew the struggles and sorrows we are to meet, we 
might not have courage enough to go on, Love usu- 
ally has sorrow somewhere in its story. Sooner or 
later for every two friends there is likely to be separa- 
tion—one taken, the other left... One of the two may 
have to go on alone from a new-made grave. 


** Eyes lifted to the icy north, 
ands crossed, head bowed, heart frozen numb.’’ 


If we knew in the beginning of a sweet, gentle 
friendship that ours must be this deep anguish, this 
unsoothed loneliness, we might be tempted to say, 
‘«It is better to go through the years unblessed by love 
than to take into my life this precious joy only to lose 


_ it yonder, and then to walk on without it, all the lone- 


lier and the more desolate for having had it a little 
while.’’ But this would be to miss rich blessing and 
good. To have a holy friendship in our life for only 
afew days, or months, or a short year, is to have en- 
richment that shall make life deeper, holier, heaven- 
lier all our days. 

We never need to be afraid of any mysteries; they 
are full always of divine love. Our part is just to do 
God's will as it is revealed to us. God's thoughts for 
us are all just, merciful and good, God's plan for 
every life is beauty and blessing. But we may mar 
and spoil the beauty and turn the blessing into curse, 
Every neglect of duty leaves a blank. Every disobe- 
dience leaves a blot. Every failure to do God's will, 
putting our own will in place of God's, distorts our 
life. We may trust the secret things in God's hands 
without doubt or fear. We are absolutely safe in his 
divine keeping. But we must obey his revealed will 
as it is made known to us. That is the whole law of 
life— perfect trust and complete, unquestioning obe- 
dience. 





Do you specially like the hymn-book you are now 


using ? Whether you do or not, the Editor of the 
Times would like to have a letter from you on the sub- 
ject if you will read and answer the questions he asks 
on page 336. 

ro 


Is Trouble from Satan or God? 


We may be sure of one thing: trouble in a 
Christian's life, whatever its source, does not mean 
that God has withdrawn himself from that one. But 
where does trouble come from? And how can we be 
clear on this in order to pray intelligently when 
trouble assails us? An Illinois reader raises these 
questions in the following interesting letter : 


To what extent may we attribute our personal troubles to 
Satanic agency? God gave to Satan a limited range of 
afflictive power over Job ; does he do so still in the discipline 
of his faithful ones? Paul recognized in his thorn in the flesh 
‘‘a messenger of Satan to buffet me.’’ Peter told Cornelius 
and his friends that Jesus ‘‘ went about doing good, and heal- 
ing all that were oppressed of the devil,"’ thus attributing to 
Satan the infliction of disease. Should we not lay a heavier 
emphasis than is customary upon that petition in the Lord's 
Prayer which in the Revision pleads, ‘‘ Deliver us from the 
evil one’’? We read that the Lord chastens those whom he 
loves ; but the question rises in connection with an afflictive 
experience, Is this a paternal chastening, or a Satanic buffet- 
ing ? ‘True, it may be both through providential overruling ; 
but it might be a serious question in a troubled soul whether 
to pray for the grace of patient submission or for deliverance 
from the evil one. 

A troubled soul can confidently ask God for deliver- 
ance from any and every affliction, if with the prayer 
is included, ‘‘ Nevertheless not my will, but thine, 
be done."’ Trouble is sometimes Satan's work. And 
‘trouble undoubtedly sometimes comes directly from 
God, Even when Satan brings trouble into the Chris- 
tian’s life, we know that this is only by God's per- 
‘mission, and that, whether the affliction is removed 
or continued, God will make it the occasion of a bless- 

“ing if we let him, The experience of both Job and 
Paul is mentioned by the inquirer; in both cases Satan 
wrought the heavy affliction, and God turned it into a 

~ ‘great blessing. God removed Satan's affliction from 
dh he did not remove Satan's affliction from Paul. 

‘But both men were blessed through submitting to 
God's all-loving will in the matter. So in all afflic- 
‘tion’ we are always to pary in complete and glad 





acceptance of our Father's will. As we pray, he may 
show us, in some cases, that the continuance ‘of ‘the 
affliction is not his will, and that we are to ask un- 
conditionally for its removal. Again he may intend 
for us the great blessing that he gave Paul, and show 
us in a new, richer way, through the continuance of 
the affliction, that ‘‘ My grace is sufficient for thee : 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”’ 

We must not forget that often trouble in our lite is 
the direct result of our own failure or mistake, But 
here again we can safely pray in the same spirit of 
loving trust that God will remove or continue the 
trouble as he sees best. 

It is not important that we should always know the 
source or origin of every affliction that comes into our 
life. Only God knows that, But we do know that 
we have a Father and a Saviour whose: power is 
greater than that of our greatest affliction, and whose 
love will always decide for us whether we can be most 
blessed through continuance in or deliverance from 
the affliction that God’s love has permitted. 


ax 


Palm Reading and Grace 

Sorcery, magic, clairvoyance, palmistry, appeal 
strongly to human nature. But God's Word gives them 
no toleration. An English reader asks a question 
about palmistry in relation to Christianity : 

I am told that from birth the lines of one’s hand show the 
course of one’s life. I am assured thisis quite true. But how 
can this fit in-with the Christian view of things—free will in 
particular? 

It does not. God does not reveal to us, through 
the palm or in any other natural way, the course of 
any one’s life in such details as the palmist often seeks 
to know. It may be true that one's palm, like one’s 
face, can reveal certain characteristics. of the body or 
mind. But God's grace in Jesus Christ pays little at- 
tention to temperament, or heredity, or so-called na- 
tural—mental or physical—laws. _God’s work of grace 
in Christ is to choose ‘‘ the things that are not, that he 
might bring to nought the things that are : that no flesh 
should glory before God.’’ . We have the free will to 
receive or reject God's grace ;. and, God's grace ‘‘giv- 
eth life to the dead, and calleth the things that are not, 
as though they were."’ The ‘‘science’’ that ‘‘shows 
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the course of one’s life from birth’’ leaves out the su- 
pernatural changes that God's grace may at any time 


“work in that life; and therefore such science is only 


an atheistic failure. In Christ there is a new creation 
with which palmistry cannot reckon. we are 


born again the markings that we had at our first birth 


are of little account. 


Conducting an Evangelistic Meeting 


If we would win souls to Christ, we must use 
ways that win. And it is so easy, even in soul-win- 
ning work, to slip into methods that repel. A reader 
of the Times asks some important questions concern- 
ing the best methods of work in evangelistic services. 
Speaking of local meetings, the inquirer says : 

A great many ministers ask all to stand while singing. Then 
they request the Christians to be seated: This makes the 
‘poor sinner” stand out in relief, ‘To me it seems un- 
fair, I may be wrong. If I am, I want my eyes opened, 
so that I may see the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus. But it 
seems to me to be unwise to insist on one’s coming forward 

ter he has lifted the hand or stood up. You see, it makes it 
doubly hard, If those nearest would speak to him, and the 
minister follow it up with a few words of encouragement, then 
by the next meeting he would perhaps feel brave enough to go 
forward. I have heard of persons staying away from revival 
meetings just because they feared being brought into promi- 
nence, I want to see people brought to Christ. I want to do 


all in my power to help bring them ; but can’t we use methods 
less strenuous ? 


No one should attempt to force any action upon 
another in an evangelistic service. Whatever is done 
by the unsaved in response to the offer of the love of 
God which is made to them should be done of their 
own free will. Mr. Moody once said in a meeting of 
ministers where he was discussing evangelistic meth- 
ods: ‘In getting people to stand up, don’t use any 


tricks. Be fair and honest. Have no cast-iron rule, 
like bowing at the altar, etc. Do not always ask an 
expression. Do not always ask to rise for prayer. 


Adapt yourself to circumstances, In a general meet- 
ing it is good to ask Christians who are burdened. 
After that, sinners. But let this first appeal be to 
Christian people.’’1 The method which gives the 
best opportunity to personal workers to know who in the 
audience are not. Christians would seem to be the 
simple request that those who desire prayer raise their 
hands. 


meetings he asks those who wish to make.a-decision 
to rise, and afterward asks them to go forward. His 
regular plan in his daily meetings is a simple .invita- 
tion to those who wish to take a stand to come for- 
ward and take his hand. The new converts are then 
asked to sign a declaration card. 

In a local revival meeting, comparatively small in 
numbers, conditions are very. different from great 
evangelistic meetings attended by thousands; and in 
the small local meeting it would seem better to have 
the personal work done quietly, and to have definite 
prayer focused upon those who are believed to be un- 
saved. Even here, however, there may be great 
gain in giving the opportunity for converts to go for- 
ward and.take an open stand for Christ. But there 
should be no trapping them into any acknowledgment, 
nor insisting upon any particular form of action. 

In few places is spiritual discernment so needed as 
in an evangelistic meeting. We should humbly seek 
the Holy Spirit's guidance at every point, remember- 
ing always that the love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge must control, and that the least hint of any un- 
love in our attitude toward those who are seeking 
Christ.or those who are already Christ's is a sad hin- 
drance to the work of our Saviour. He will work in 
might and power as we claim his love and saving 
grace for ourselves and for others, 


al 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


OD of all grace, Fountain of Light and Love: We wore 
ship thee not as slaves but as sons. We come to confer 
with thee—about thy Kingdom. How is it that the 

world te better so slowly ? that there is so much brutality, 
so much ignorance, so much folly—after all these years? How 
is it that thy church seems so feeble and ineffective? that 
piety, is so often dull and pale? We do not understand. Is 
it all our fault? Forgive, and change this. But is it partly 
that we are too impatient? Then take us to thy mountain- 
top, and enlarge our hearts with thy wide vision. Since thou 
canst wait, teach us to wait—with thee. But keep us from 
indifference. We would share thine ardor, too. Endow us 
with thy steadfast and glowing enthusiasm. . Forgive our 
faintheartedness. Teach us to come up to our daily task as 
often and as promptly as the sun does, and as smiling and 
warm. ‘Teach us to run and not be weary, to walk and not 
faint. Endow us with thine eternities and infinities, and take 
us out of the crippling clui¢h of our petty notions and narrow 
views. 





1 From an article on ‘° Moody and the Preachers,” to be published 
in a later issue of the Times. 


Billy Sunday sometimes asks those who wish. 
prayer to raise their hands, and occasionally in special 
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What is ‘* the kingdom of God’" ? (v. 20.) 

HE phrase occurs about seventy times in the New 
Testament, or more than twice as often as the 
corresponding one ‘‘the kingdom of heaven."’ 

Some. would regard the two as identical, but I am 
persuaded differently. ‘‘The kingdom of God"’ is 
the larger and more comprehensive term, including 
as it does ‘‘all moral intelligences who are willingly 
subject to the will of God.’’ It includes the holy 
angels, the saints of the Old Testament dispensation, 
and the present church of Christ. It also includes 
the saints in the millennium, and those on the earth 
in an age that may follow. ‘«The kingdom of heav- 
en,"’ on the other hand, or literally «‘ the kingdom of 
the heavens,’’ is limited to the Messianic rule of 
Jesus Christ on this earth as the son of David. 

Why, then, is it called ‘‘the kingdom of the heav- 
ens’’? The answer is because it is the rule of the 
heavens over the earth. For the earliest prophecy of 
this ‘‘kingdom of the heavens,’’ see God’s promise 
to David in 2 Samuel 7. It is this kingdom that is 


‘spoken of all through the Psalms. The prophets have 


it before them constantly as their goal. It is this 
kingdom that Daniel said the God of heaven would 
set up after the destruction of the Gentile world-powers 
(Dan. 2). When Jesus came, it was to set up this 
kingdom had his people (Israel) received him. This 
was the promise of the angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 
I : 30-35); it was the proclamation of Jesus’ forerun- 
ner, John the Baptist, —‘* Repent ye: for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand’’ (Matt. 3:2; see the 
change in the teaching about the kingdom in Mat- 
thew 13.) 

It is appropriate to add, also, that this is the king- 
dom for whose coming on the earth we are taught to 
pray in the Lord’s Prayer. It is this kingdom about 
which the disciples inquired after the resurrection 
(Acts 1 : 6), and which finally will be set up when 
Jesus comes a second time, personally and visibly, for 
that purpose. In confirmation of this last thought 
compare Matthew 24 : 29 to 25 :46; Luke 19: 12-27; 
Acts 15 : 13-18; Revelation 19:11 to 20:6, This 
‘¢kingdom of heaven’’ is not on the earth now in a 
manifested form, but there are certain ‘‘ mysteries "’ 
of this kingdom now being fulfilled on the earth within 
the limits of Christendom, of which Matthew 13 treats 
very particularly. 

When it was said above that ‘‘the kingdom of 
God ’’ and ‘* the kingdom of heaven’’ are not iden- 
tical, it was not forgotten that some of the ;things 
spoken of ‘‘the kingdom of heaven’’ in Matthew are 
spoken of ‘‘ the kingdom of God ’’ in Mark and Luke ; 
but the explanation seems to be, that since ‘‘ the 
kingdom of heaven ”’ is included in the larger thought 
of ‘‘the kingdom of God,’’ the two must necessarily 
have some things in common. It is the omissions in 
the case of ‘‘ the kingdom of God”"’ that are signifi- 
cant. For instance, the parables of the wheat and the 
tares and the drag net are not spoken of that king- 
dom, for, as the Scofield Reference Bible says, ‘in 
the kingdom of God there are neither tares nor bad 
fish.’’ But this is not true of ‘‘the kingdom of 
heaven,’’ nor will it be true probably until the end of 
the millennial age when Christ ‘‘ shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he 
shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power’’ (1 Cor, 15 : 24-28). ‘*The kingdom of 
heaven,’’ when finally established on the earth under 
the Messiah, ‘‘has for its object the restoration of 
God's authority in the earth, which may be regarded 
as a revolted province of the greater kingdom of God"' 
(Scofield Bible). 


What is the meaning of, ‘‘ the kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation"’ ? (v. 20.) 

The foregoing definition of ‘‘ the kingdom of God"’ 
as distinguished from ‘‘the kingdom of heaven’’ 
aids-us materially in understanding this expression. 
‘« The kingdom of heaven,’’ in other words, dtd come 
and will come ‘with observation.’’ It was pro- 
claimed by a forerunner, as we have seen, and Christ's 
miracles in confirmation of his claims were ‘not 
done in a corner’’ (Acts 26 : 26). Witness his tri- 
umphant entry. into Jerusalem when he formally 


. offered himself to Israel as their King in fulfilment of 
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Nine questions, some or all of which in varied forms 
will doubtless be asked in thousands of Sunday- 
school classes when ‘‘ The Coming of the King- 
dom ”’ is studied, were submitted to Dr. Gray for 
his comment, In giving his views on these prob- 
lems Dean Gray recognizes that able and reverent 
students differ from him on points of detail. Our 
Lord’s own answers to the eager questions about 
these future things are a call to His own to search 
the Scriptures diligently, that we may find all that 
the Spirit would have us know about the great 
Hope of the church—His coming. 


——————————— 


the prophet Zechariah (Matt. 21). Moreover, the 
nobleman who has now gone into a far country to re- 
ceive his’ kingdom ‘and’ to return, and who is none 
other than our Lord himself (Luke 19 : 12-27), when 
he does return to set up that kingdom will do so with 
discriminating judgments in spectacular surround- 
ings. There will be considerable observation then 
(comp. v. 24 of this lesson with Matt. 24 : 29, 30; 2 
Thess. 1 : 7-10; Rev. 19: 11-21). But ‘‘the king- 
dom of God cometh not with observation.'’ It has no 
outward show, because it is not ‘‘ organie,”’ as is the 
other kingdom, its sphere being in the hearts of men. 
As Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘‘ except a man be born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God"’ (John 
3:3). For ‘*the kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking ; but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit’’ (Roman 14 : 17). 


What ts the meaning of, ‘‘the kingdom of God 
is within you"’ ? (v. 21.) 

This is usually taken to mean that ‘* the kingdom 
of God,’’ as to its spiritual content, is in the hearts 
of men who believe on God. But it can hardly be 
so interpreted here, since Jesus was addressing the 
hypocritical, self-righteous Pharisees who were reject- 
ing their Messiah. The Greek really means ‘‘in the 
midst of you’’ or ‘*among you’’ ; and ‘the king- 
dom of God’’ was then in the midst of them, or 
among them, in the sense that the King himself was 
there, and his disciples were there. In the same 
sense ‘‘ the kingdom of God’"’ is now among men in 
the presence of the church’ on earth. 





What ts the meaning of, ‘‘ ye shall desire to see 
one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall 
not see it’’ ? (v.22.) 

This was spoken not tothe Pharisees, but to Christ's 
disciples. They were Jews, remember, who were 
waiting for ‘‘the kingdom of heaven"’ to be set up 
on the earth in Jerusalem, and they are here in- 
structed and warned that before that day should come 
some time would elapse, and sorrow and suffering in- 
tervene. They must be rejected as their Lord was 
rejected, For them as for him, only in another 
sense, the cross must precede the glory. As C. E. 
Stuart puts it, ‘‘ Persecution would make them long 
for divine intervention and for the halcyon time of 
millennial rest’’ (comp. Deut. 28 : 64-67 and Matt. 
24 : 3-13 in illustration of this), 


What period of time is meant by ‘in his day''? 
(uv. 24.) 

The context determines this to be the time of 
Christ’s second coming to set up ‘‘the kingdom of 
heaven’’ upon earth, and which, as we have seen, 
will be marked by judgments on the ungodly and un- 
believing Gentile nations, and by great tribulation on 
Israel. It is, however, necessary to distinguish this 
feature of his coming from that which marks the 
translation of his church (1 Thess. 4 : 13-18), and which 
will take place somewhat earlier, as I believe. 

Two considerations suggested by the context empha- 
size this distinction. In the first place, Christ warns 
his disciples-mot to be led away by the cry, ‘‘See 
here’’; or ‘‘See there!'’ ‘*Go not away, nor fol- 
low after them,"’ is his admonition. The cry, ‘* Lo, 
there ! Lo, here !"' might easily mislead a Jew, who, 
properly, will be looking for the Messiah to appear on 
earth ; but it could not deceive an instructed Christian 
who is looking for the Lord to descend for him out of 
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heaven, and whom he is to meetin the air. In the 
second place, when Christ comes for his church the 
godly are to be taken away (translated) ; but in this 
case the ungodly are taken away, though in another 
manner, and the godly are permitted to remain. Just 
where, and how, godly people will be found on the 
earth after the translation of the church is not before 
us now, but it presents no inconsistency or serious 
difficulty. The very translation of the church will 


-have a convicting and converting power upon some 


who will be left behind, to say nothing of the judg- 
ments which soon thereafter begin to fall upon the 
earth, 


Does ‘‘in the days of Noah" refer to the wick- 

edness of the period, or the unexpectedness of the 

coming ? Similarly as to the ‘days of Lot" 
(vs. 26-29). 

This refers doubtless to the unexpectedness of the 
coming, and is quite in harmony with other Scriptures 
on the subject, notably 1 Thessalonians 5 : 1-3. Of 
course the thought of wickedness underlies it all ; but 
the world will be taken entirely by surprise, and will 
be found engaged in all its common pursuits entirely 
unconscious of its impending doom. 


Does ‘‘ the day that the Son of man is revealed"’ 
refer to Christ s coming for, or coming with, his 
Saints ? (uv. 30.) 

Christ is spoken of as coming for his saints when 
the church is caught up to meet him in the air (1 Thess. 
4: 13-18), and as coming with his saints at a later 
period coincident with the judgments and tribulation 
just referred to. For this latter feature of his coming, 
to which in my judgment this verse refers, see such 
passages as Zechariah 14 : 1-5 ; 2 Thessalonians 1 : 6- 
1o, and Revelation 19 ; 1-16. Fairness requires me 
to say that some students of prophecy whom I greatly 
respect do not make so sharp a distinction between 
his coming for and coming with his saints. They 
believe that the church will be upon the earth and 
pass through at least a part of the tribulation, but 
they would agree with me most heartily. that: our 
Lord’s coming will usher in the millennium, which 
this verse makes so very plain. 


Evidently ‘‘in that day" delay is dangerous. 
Why ? Delay in doing what is warned against ? 
(vs. 31-36.) 

I think such Scriptures as Daniel 7 : 21; 8: 10, 11; 
9:27; Zechariah 14: 1-3; Matthew 24: 15-30, and 
Revelation 13 throw light on this. The period is 
identical with the last «* week’’ of Daniel's prophecy 
of the seventy weeks (Dan. 9: 25). Jacob's hour of 
tribulation has come (Jer. 30 : 7), for the Antichrist 
is in power in the Holy Land. God is permitting him 
to fall upon God's people as a crowning visitation of 
judgment for their unbelief. Ail who will not submit 
themselves to the Antichrist must suffer martyrdom. 
But there is a way of escape for the faithful, who are 
urged to avail themselves of it with dispatch. 

That which they are warned about is not to remain 
in the city of Jerusalem, but to flee to a place of 
refuge evidently appointed for them. The man on 
the housetop must go down in order to get away, but it 
will be perilous for him to try to take his household 
goods with him. The man in the field should start 
just where he is and not return to his house at all. 
The ‘*two men in one bed’’ and the two women 
‘¢ grinding together’’ doubtless are intended to show 
that the most intimate companionship will be inter- 


rupted in that day by the decision for or against the 


Lord and his anointed. 

A foreshadowing of this was seen at the destruction 
of Jerusalem under Titus, and a still earlier one, 
though different in some respects, was the experience 
of the Hebrews in their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage (Exod. 12). Note the haste there, and the 
kind of peril awaiting one who lingered behind in 
unbelief. : 

It will be seen that the words ‘‘taken'’’ and ** left"* 
here mean just the opposite to what they do in the 
case of Christ's coming for his church. There the 
ones taken are the godly who are caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and the ones left are the ungodly 
who must suffer judgment and pass through ‘trihyla- 








tion on the earth. Here, however, the ones ‘‘taken"’ 
( are those who suffer the judgment or are caught in the 
tribulation, while the ones ‘‘left’’ receive and enjoy 
the blessings of the coming age, and enter into the 
_ *tkingdom of heaven"’ then to be established, 
Reference has been made to the ‘‘ Antichrist,’’ who 
is commonly identified with the *‘little horn’’ in the 
prophecies of Damiel, the ‘‘ man of sin’’ of 2 Thessa- 
\Jonians 2, and the ‘*beast’’ of Revelation. Many 
students of prophecy see in him the head of the Gen- 
tile powers of the Roman world at the end of this age, 
“as well as Satan's instrument in his opposition to the 
_ setting up of “the kingdom of heaven'’ upon the 
earth, 


What is the meaning of our Lord s word, ‘* Where 
‘the body is, thither will the eagles also be gath- 
ered together’ ? (v. 37.) 

I believe the ‘‘ body’ in this case is the same as 
‘the ‘*carcase’’ in Matthew 24 : 28, and the two pas- 
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sages of Scripture should be interpreted in connection 
with Revelation 16:14 and 19:17-19. In other words, 
the ‘‘ body’’ is the unbelieving part of Israel, which 
in that day will accept and worship the Antichrist, 
while the ‘‘ eagles," or vultures, are the Gentile 
nations which at length will again be gathered against 
them under his leadership ; or, as others would ex- 
press it, the vultures are the judgments which will fall 
upon Israel, and which will come chiefly through the 
enmity of those Gentile nations. 

Of course it must be understood in all this that the 
Jews are to return to their own land again in a corpor- 
ate capacity, which is the teaching of both the Old 
and New Testaments, This return, however, will find 
them as a body still unconverted to Jesus as their 
Messiah. Their conversion as a nation will be co- 
incident with his appearing on the Mount of Olives 
for their deliverance from this oppressor (Zech. 14 : 4; 
Rom, 11 : 26, 27). 

CHIcaco, 





The Missionary Army and its Outposts 


Why the missionary 


is an all-round man 


Seen from the Missionary Watch Tower, by 
Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





A Missionary’s Magic Mill 
HE thesis of Mackay of Uganda, ‘* Mechanical work 
is probably as legitimate an aid to missions as 
medical,’’ found ample justification in his own 
experience. Wondering Baganda greeted with the 
shout, ‘‘ Makay fubare/ Makay lubare dalai /'’— 
Mackay is the great spirit ; he is truly the great spirit! 
—the miracles wrought’ by his whirling lathe and 
grindstone, the press which charmed paper so that it 
talked, the unending applications of rotary motion so 
largely unknown to that people, the wonderful cart 
‘ wpon which with one hand he could move a tree that 
two hundred men had wasted their strength upon, 
and his life-giving well ** spitting out water’’ from a 
battered pump. 

« From West Africa comes -a similar story to-day. 
The Rev; H. A: Neipp:found:a rusty shaft and pul- 
' leys with a circular saw which: had come out with the 
first missionary thirty years ago, and had not been 
used for lack of water-power, Buying some old iron, 
a shaft, and gun-barrels of native manufacwre, he 
forged the iron pieces and made the needed bolts, 
etc. A mill-stone was cut from a near-by hill, and 

proved as good as French stones in its hardness. 

Tired and sick women, who are the millers of the 
negro kraals, and who would have needed to spend 
days over their flat stone to produce so much meal, 
came and rejoiced in a magic mill which could grind 
a hundred and ten pounds of fine meal in a single 
hour, When the saw-mill ripped up boards, doing 
in two hours work which it would require two men 
fifty hours to accomplish, the entire village was awe- 
struck, and some were bold enough to exclaim, ‘* What 
will Nala Neipp do next? Will he fly ?”’ 

This is only part of an educational program which 
begins with the chart, blackboard, and primer, and 
proceeds to produce practically educated Christians 
who go out to sing and teach the gospel in the homes 
and villages of all that needy region, as well as to 
revolutionize industry, and change a stone age into 
our modernity of tools and labor-saving machines. 


Why Medical Missions in China ? 


ET Dr. Eliot of the Carnegie Peace Foundation 
answer: ‘‘ Not only have the people of China 
been subject to terrible occasional pestilences, 

against which they have no defense, but they have 
also been subject to ravages of the ordinary contagious 
diseases known m Europe and America, and to other 
tropical and semi-tropical diseases which rarely occur 
in the more temperate regions of Western civilization. 
They have had no knowledge of the practise of scientific 
medicines, and no knowledge of surgery in the mod- 
‘ern sense. The Chinese physician uses various drugs 
and medicaments compounded of strange materials, 
‘employs charms and incantations and claims occult 
powers, and he is always willing to puncture any 
‘gathering in the human body which seems capable of 
‘yielding a liquid to the hollow needle; but of diagno- 
sis, minor surgery, anesthetics, and asepsis he knows 
‘Nwothing. He is not acquainted with any of the opti- 
cal, acoustical, and electrical apparatus which the 
' Western physician uses; and he possesses none of the 
‘yiodern chemical and bacteriological means of diagno- 
“sis.- Hence the treatment of disease in the mass of 


e 


the Chinese population is ignorant, superstitious, and 
almost completely ineffectual.’’ 

When it is remembered that the China Mission 
Year Book for 1913 reports but 328 medical mission- 
aries who in the year 1912 ministered to only 1,565, - 
593 of China’s four hundred millions, ex-President 
Eliot's words, not spoken as a missionary, have pro- 
found significance: ‘‘ Any Western organization which 
desires to promote friendly intercourse with.an Orien- 
tal people .can do nothing. better than contribute to 
the introduction of Western medicine, surgery, and 
sanitation into China. The field for such beneficent 
work is immense, the obstacles to be overcome are 
serious, but not insuperable, and the reward in the 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Missionary Japan.—Koreans are awakening the. sym- 
pathy and calling forth the missionary helpfulness of Japan’s 
Christians, ‘The Congregationalists of the empire have 
just contributed $15,000 for work in Korea. 


China’s Rulers and the Y. M, C. A.—In.Chengtu, 
West China, the Young Men’s Christian Association began 
a campaign for $50,000. Over $37,500 was raised the day 
before last Christmas, the military and the civil governors 
giving $5,000 each, and the commander of the first division 
of the army $4,000. This indicates the enthusiasm felt for 
the Association. . 


Called from his China Home.—Mr. Li Shue-kwai 
is a Chinese missionary to his countrymen laboring on the 
plantations of Samoa, and he is supported by the students 
of that island mission field, Exceedingly well educated, 
he was greatly desired in his China home, but the call of 
the Samoan students, ‘‘ Come over and help us,’’ was too 
strong an appeal to be resisted. 


The Gospels in Verse.—Rajah Bhujanga Rao of South 
India last year published a metrical version of Matthew at 
his own expense with the desire to reach educated Indians 
with the Gospel in a form acceptable to them. He is not 
a Christian, but has been deeply moved by the value of the 
Bible. Copies of similar versions of Luke and John have 
also been prepared by him. India is teaching us some 
points of wisdom in thus adapting truth to Oriental molds 
and minds. 


African Beads,—Some Swazi girls in the Transvaal 
were listening to the claims of Jesus, but replied, ‘* We 
hear the Gospel at our kraal.’”’? ‘‘Then why do you not 
repent and believe ?’’ said the missionary. A pause and 
the frank reply, ‘‘ We hear the Gospel, but we love our 
beads.’? One needs to see these beads in all the glory of 
their coloring, and must realize the patience taken in 
making the complicated ornaments fabricated from them to 
understand the power of this African obstacle to Christian- 
ity. ‘* Lovest thou me more than these?’ is a question 
for us as well as for the negro woman. 


For a Revival in Japan.—A national evangelistic cam- 
paign has been décided upon by the Christian leaders of 
Japan as a result of Dr. Mott’s conferences of a year ago. 
Its objects are; ‘‘(1.) A deeper and more exultant expe- 
rience of the life of Christ in the individual soul, resulting 
in more earnest efforts to lead others to the Saviour. (2.) 


A widespread presentation of the gospel truth to the whole | 


non-Christian community.” It was further provided that 
this movement shall continue for three.-years, that two 
groups of workers—preachers and laymen—shall be organ- 
ized, and that a fund of $25,000 shall be. raised among 
friends of the movement in Japan, Dr. Mott assuming the 
responsibility of securing an equal sum in America. 
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future comparative well-being of the Chinese is sure. 
The Chinese ed are too intelligent not to trace 
practical beneficence to its spiritual sources,’’ 


Moslems Hating, Fearing, Seeking 

NDIA has nearly sixty-seven millions of Moham- 

medans, almost four and a half times as many as 

are found in the Turkish Empire, which is the 

political center of the Moslem world. The effect of 

Christian rule and of unfettered missions in India 

may be suggestive as to the future of that religion. 

A writer in the Indian Witness, an old resident there, 

whose work has been mostly among Mohammedans, 

describes some of the steps toward the present atti- 
tude to missions and Chyistianity. 

Fifty years ago it was not uncommon for a Moslem 
on hearing the name of Christ to show his disgust by 
spitting, or, if he did not go as far as that, he would 
try to drown the sound of his name and cleanse his 
ears from the pollution of hearing it by a loud repeti- 
tion of Islam's creed. Occasionally he would snatch 
the Bible from a missionary’s hand and trample it. 

Twenty-five years ago a change was noticeable. 
Hatred and contempt had given place to fear of the 
name of Christ and of the Bible. Schools were patron- 
ized by Moslems on the ground of economy, but 
pupils were warned not to touch the Bible, as it was 
a sort of spiritual bomb whose power would be de- 
structive to Moslem faith. To listen to Christ's name 
was as harmful as the supposed power of the evil eye, 
so greatly feared by most Indians. Indeed, they 
said that not a few schoolboys had become so ‘‘ pos- 
sessed’’ by a spirit that no amount of. beating ever 
drove it forth ; nor did severer remedies avail, such 
as securely tying the victim and allowing boiling oil 
to drop at intervals upon his bare skin. Moslems 
might be willing to enter a preaching-place and would 
listen intently, but when prayers were read out of a 
book, or a Bible was opened, that was a danger signal 
resulting in a Moslem retreat. 

To-day even mullahs and others high in Moslem 
circles possess and read the Bible. Mohammedan 
students in Christian colleges study it when not re- 
quired, and will go so far as to say: ‘‘We come to 
your college to learn the Bible. The Koran we 
learned at school, but not the Bible, and it is as much 
our book as yours. We want to know it.” The 
name of Christ is likewise listened to, and with 
marked reverence in many cases. ° This-is all ‘within 
the recollection of a single missionary, and it is pro- 
phetic of even better things to come. 


A Kitchener of the Christian Army . 

NDER this caption Basil Matthews, editorial 

secretary of the London Missionary Society, 

describes in a discriminating and eminently 

true way John R. Mott, LL.D. We quote two para- 

graphs of an article in the March Chronicle which 

ought to be read in its entirety to gain a full concep- 

tion of one whom God has manifestly raised up to 

lead the peaceful missionary forces of the Church 
Militant : 

‘It is the fashion to sum_ him up as a great states- 
man. It would be far nearer the mark to call him a 
mighty general—the Kitchener (I had almost written 
the Cromwell) of the Christian empire. This military 
effectiveness struck me as I sat listening to a ninety- 
minute speech of his a few days ago, and was grieved 
that he allowed the limits of his program to stop him 
then. The delivery was monotonous ; the language 
was drab (just serviceable khaki); no change of voice 
or gesture enlivened the procession of facts and ideas, 
It had all the extraordinary monotony and the en- 
thralling impressiveness of an army marching past to 
war. Without a note, for an hour and a half, with- 
out a wavering minute, the argument for co-operation 
and the story of the new practise of it in the East 
went on. Battalion after battalion of experience— 
from India and China, Turkey and America, Austria 
and Russia—filed past in close array and no banners ! 
Dr. Mott's oratory batters down your defenses and 
captures your citadel by sheer irresistible military 
impact. 

‘«Dr. Mott’s essential genius is for surveying a situ- 
ation, estimating the forces both against and behind 
him, selecting with unerring judgment his lieutenants ; 
and then concentrating and hurling his regiments 
with terrific momentum in the strategically right place 
at a psychologically fitting moment, with the result 
that the enemy’s line wavers, crumples, and is utterly 
beaten in. His personal impact and continuous 
energy are awful, yet there is no sense of strain. He 
is the Nasmyth hammer of Christianity. . . Yet be- 
hind it all, as the center and source of alt his power, 
is the devout life of a Christian layman."* 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 
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Summer’s Challenge to Sunday-School Workers ° 


Not “marking time” but making records in summer months ; 
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No Halting for the Summer 


” reaching the eighty percent standard of The 
Sunday School Times Honor Roll the Calvary 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Riverton, N. J., 
did not use any special plan for keeping up the sum- 
mer attendance, other than the incentives offered 
throughoyt the year. It was taken for granted that 
the work in all departments would go on practically 
without interruption throughout the summer months, 
and in this we were greatly assisted by the faithful at- 


_ tendance of our teachers. The same care was taken 


to make the general exercises varied and interesting 
as at other times, and the session during the summer 
was held at 9:30 A. M. instead of 2:30 P. M., and 
limited to one hour instead of one and one quarter 
hours, as during the remainder of the year. Our aver- 
age winter attendance was III, or seventy-six percent 
of the enrolment, which is 145. The average for the 
summer (from the third Sunday in June till the second 
Sunday in September) was 89, or eighty percent of the 
winter attendance. 

For the past three years we have used the Cross and 
Crown pins to encourage regularity in attendance on 
the part of the individual members of our school, and 
have also posted a monthly bulletin containing the 
names of all attending regularly for one or more months, 
with number of months opposite each name. This 
bulletin also shows the names of all classes attaining 
over seventy percent in class attendance for the month, 
with percentages in each case. The proportion of 
average attendance to enrolment throughout the year 
has been so high as to make the attainment of the 
summer Honor Roll standard more difficult than other- 
wise might be the case.—Stewart L. W. Field, Pal- 


Our Anti-Summer Slump Campaign 


O KNOW just exactly what to do to bring the 
work of our Bible. school to the front in our 
church had for several months been the prob- 

lem of the officers of the Franklin Circle Christian 
Bible School, Cleveland, Ohio. The winter had been 
an exceedingly busy one for the church as a whole, 
and because of the many activities in other depart- 
ments, which occupied the first attentions of the 
church, the school administration was awaiting a 
breach in these activities into whjch it might throw 
itself with life and energy. Our opportunity finally 
came as the warm weather approached and folks be- 
gan to talk of letting up for the summer. 

I was never very much in sympathy with the ‘*sum- 
mer let up,’’ and did not like to hear it talked. About 
this time we chanced to read in The Sunday School 
Times of its offer for summer work in Bible schools, 
and immediately the thought occurred that this was 
just what we were looking for. As we thought of it the 
idea grew upon us, and as a teachers’-meeting had 
been called for the same week, we informally talked 
over the possibilities of a campaign against the sum- 
mer slump. Some of course seemed to think it hardly 
fair to ask people to work in the summer time, while 
others were enthusiastic, and soon enough of this 
spirit was aroused to tell the officers to go ahead with 
the campaign, and we went to work. 

First of all we went to our pastor and outlined to 
him our plan. He very readily gave it his second, 
and promised his support. The plan was then laid 
more fully before the teachers at our regular weekly 
teachers’-meeting, which is conducted for lesson 
study, and on the following Sunday was put before 
the school as a whole, and from them we decided to 
ask the following : 

1. For every member who did not leave town dur- 
ing the summer to be present every Sunday. 

2. For every member who did leave town to be 
sure to attend Bible school wherever he was, and to 
bring back attendance cards. (This attendance we 
credited to the scholar, but did not count in the 
totals.) We asked this attendance on the part of 
those who went away for the good of the cause in 
general, as well as to encourage a clean record of at- 
tendance on the part of the scholar. 

We asked our pastor for a few minutes at the morn- 


ing church service, at which time we might have the - 


Vacation absences from home is not the chief cause 
of the summer slump that is allowed to invade many 
Sunday-schools. This was the emphatic answer of 
the reports received from the schools which won a 
place on the Summer Honor Roll published by The 
Sunday School Times several years ago. This roll 
included schools which, during the period from the 
third Sunday in June till the second Sunday in 
September, had an average attendance of at least 
eighty percent of the attendance of the rest of the 
year, provided this winter attendance equaled at 
least sixty percent of the total enrolment. Do you 
think your school could reach that standard this 
coming summer ? 

The Editor will be glad to receive from any school 
which makes a good summer record in attendance 
and activities an account of how the results were 
attained. Payment will be made for such articles 
as can be retained for publication. 

The reports that are given on this page, received 
several years ago, may well stimulate to a new 
standard workers who still feel that summer is not 
a good time for Christ to have victory in their 
church and Sunday-school. 

Next week there will be published in The Sunday 
School Times letters from several other of the for- 
mer Honor Roll Sunday-schools whose workers saw 
in hot weather an opportunity to claim victory for 
Christ. 








opportunity of presenting our idea to the church mem- 
bers, many of whom, by the way, never saw the Bible 
school in session, and we were determined if possible 
to interest them in the work. The time was willingly 
granted, and the plan was outlined to them briefly, 
asking not only their support for the work, but in- 
viting their active interest in it. We also told them 
that we would like to send to the entire church mem- 
bership, each week during the campaign, a little 
letter, which would tell them something about its 
progress, and incidentally impress the fact upon 
them that they ought to be a part of it. And to do 
this we asked for $50 to run our ‘‘Anti-Summer 
Slump Campaign.’’ This audacity, of course, was 
smiled at, and we were not surprised, for the church 
had been running a little behind, and was planning 
seven or eight hundred dollars’ worth of improve- 
ments to its property during the summer months, 
However, we wished them to know that we meant 
business. 

In thinking this matter over further we decided that 
it would be better for the school itself to see if it 
could not raise $50 before we asked outside help. We 
were sure we would need this amount ; to send out the 
letters meant about seven dollars each week, and with 
the other incidental expenses that always come in 
work of this kind we wanted to feel that we were in 
a measure safe, and that we would not come out of 
the campaign with a debt on hand. 

The proposition was therefore put up to the school. 
Pledges were asked and taken, and in about five min- 
utes we had raised $54.75, and the campaign was 
financed. Needless to say that this gave us a splen- 
did start-off, and we were in our ‘ Anti-Summer 
Slump Campaign. 

The letters were an important factor in the success of 
our campaign. Seven of these were sent to the entire 
church membership, one each week, giving reports of 
what had been done and what was still to be done, 
and boosting especially the next Sunday's service. 

The first letter announced that the campaign was 
on in earnest ; that we were out to win, and wanted 
the help of every member of the church. Also there 
was given a brief outline of special services to be held 
in the course of the summer. The idea was conveyed 
that the school would run full blast. 

The second letter called further attention to the 
campaign, the cool room, the special service for the 
following Sunday,—Orphanage Day, the progress of 
the work, and. further announcements. 

The third contained in substance about the same 


r) 
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as the second, calling attention to the enthusiasm 
aroused and to the contests started among classes. 
And so on through the seven, giving some class 
mottoes, announcing the different contesting classes, 
and more new ideas that kept ‘* bobbing up."’ 

Besides raising the $50 for the work we had the fol- 
lowing special days : Orphanage Day, with the Cleve- 
land Christian Orphanage as our guests ; Home De- 
partment Day, Cradle Roll Day, Honorary Superin- 
tendents’ Day, Boys’ Day, Girls’ Day. ' 

We carried through a mocnlight excursion on Lake 
Erie, had five contests between ten classes for silk 
flags, had three «‘ Anti-Summer Slump"’ songs com- 
posed especially for the school, kept up the orchestra, 
the financing of which had been a problem, and 
learned many new songs. 

We had to meet for three Sundays in the church 


’ auditorium while our Bible school rooms were under- 


going repairs, and go through the balance of the sum- 
mer in a room without carpet on the floor. 

With all this, however, we were only able to make 
our average attendance 96% percent of the winter's 
attendance, although we tried to make it ioo, The 
average attendance from September 20 till June 13 
had been 288. The average from June 20 till Sep- 
tember 12 was 279, divided as follows between the 
thirteen weeks : 


OR GR irsscaecictscisicd 268 RIE Rakeciscisivstiicte 266 
g 

DODO Os oisstitcicctcketis 290 Ragnar Sy, hsiercdeisiees.in 275 

PO islet esac wd 314 AUBUst 15 scvccccccdcccsecs 259 

BOF BO siicbi as cicisedsaste 278 PMU BB in ccscricescssorved 253 

FUE OR sccdbeatontedsecdeets 310 ARBUR DOs cecrcrcessicicoss 259 

SONG OF 6. daicesspcisiveseoad 294 September §.......000.00.. 263 


September 12, 303 


Everybody had their vacation, even the superin- 
tendent, and we have an enthusiasm and a mo- 
mentum that will carry us through this season beyond 
anything that we have yet enjoyed. To any who 
would like to get rid of the hot weather bugaboo we 
would recommend an ‘ Anti-Summer Slump Cam- 
paign.’’"—Charles H. Hofrichter, Cleveland, Ohio, 


os 
With No Record in View! 


ERHAPS the reason for a good summer attend- 
ance in the Hebron Lutheran Sunday-school of 
Avonmore, Pa., was the absence of any special 

methods or efforts to attract. The only special incen- 
tive was a contest between the classes as to which 
class might secure the best proportional attendance in 
the given time. The attention was centered upon 
the lesson study. This was made the supreme attrac- 
tion. An earnest teaching force, able to interest the 
members of their classes, must receive much of the 
honor, 

The organization of adult Bible classes, one for the 
young men, and another for the women, the year be- 
fore, made possible methods of personal work by class 
members themselves, which kept up the attendance. 
For example, the ‘‘ Lookout Committee’’ of the 
Young Men’s Class secured the presence of one ab- 
sent member by getting him out of bed on Sunday 
morning and bringing him to the school. The mem- 
bers of the school were given something todo, The 
young men, in these summer months, succeeded in 
completing the payment on their class-room and 
reading-room, which they had built in the basement 
of the church. The’members of the school were made 
welcome. The women’s class went on an all-day ex- 
cursion into the country to the home of one of the 
members, and held a number of socials. 

All this was done naturally, and without having any 
record in view. But we passed the Honor Roll stand- 
ard of eighty percent of the winter attendance. Our 
average weekly attendance from the third Sunday in 
June to the second Sunday in September was 171. 
This was 105 percent of the average weekly attend- 
ance for the time extending from the third Sunday jin 
September to the second Sunday in June, which was 
162. This attendance was sixty percent of the total 
enrolment, which was 267. , 

A nucleus of persons interested in Bible study, and 
devoted to their church, can make the summer attend- 
ance the best of all the year in many schools. — JZ, 2. 
Hamsher, Avonmore, Pa. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 7. THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM 


Golden Text: Lo, the kingdom of God is within you.—Luke 17 : 21 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


CHOOL experiences are in many ways just like 
many of the experiences of life out in the world. 
One thing in which life is like school is in the 
sudden arrival of examination days. Don’t you re- 
member those mornings when the teacher came in 
and announced, ‘‘ This morning we shall have a writ- 
ten test’? Such a look as goes all around! It is a 
real crisis, and is going to show us up, every one. 
Those of us who have been loafing and fooling along 
with our work are going to pay the price right now, 
and those who have been doing good honest work 
day in and day out are going to get the credit for it. 
There is no help for it, no time to ‘‘cram,” or ‘‘read 
up,” nor anything of that kind, and no outside per- 
son or thing will help. It Goesn’t make any difter- 
ence whether we have on our newest shoes and best 
clothes, or if a rich uncle has promised us a vacation 
in Europe. Nothing under the sun can help us 
through this examination except what is on the inside 
of our heads, 

Life itself brings many an hour like that, and Jesus 
said to his disciples that the day of his second comin 
would be like a sudden examination, and some woul 
‘* pass ” and some would not. 


The Teacher's Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 

This is one of those lessons that calls for good clear 
interpretation of verse after verse, for packed into a 
few sentences are hints on some of the greatest ques- 
tions of our human life. 

A Sunday-school class is hardly the place to engage 
in a long presentation of the various doctrines of the 
second coming of Jesus, but some such clear presen- 
tation as Dr. Thomas gives in Sunday study ought 
to be offered to each class, His Questions for Fur- 
ther Study indicate directions that’ will enable ‘a 
teacher to prepare himself to meet possible questions. 
The article by Dr. James M. Gray, ‘‘ When Our Lord 
was Questioned About His Coming,” on page 327 of 
this issue, should be carefully studied. Although not 
all interpreters would agree with his conclusions, Dr. 
Gray's study gives important points of view on the 
difficult passage. Nine definite questions on the 
verses of the lesson are considered in this article. 


The Class in Session 


The Hebrew people habitually lived in a state of 
ardent expectation of a glorious future. All the 
weight of their great prophets’ messages, like those 
of Isaiah, had taught them this, John the Baptist 
had spoken in the same way, and now this Jesus had 
spoken constantly of a glorious and perfect state that 
he called the ‘‘ Kingdom of God.” What wes more 
natural than the question of these Pharisees? Their 
motive in asking may not have been sincere, as Dr. 
Riddle ages (v, 20), but was altogether to be 
expected (Monday study). Jesus’ first reply is to 
correct false notions as to what the kingdom of God 
really is, ‘They were expecting an open, visible 
kingdom, with armies and imperial pomp. Jesus’ 
reply is that it is no use looking first to one part of 
the country and then to another for some uprising. 
The kingdom of God he is talking about is to be 
founded on an inward disposition of human hearts, 
affections, and wills(Monday study). His words may 
be interpreted also to mean that he was himself the 
persona representative of the kingdom, and was in 
the midst of them, though they did not recognize him 
(Dr. Riddle, v. 21; tr. Gordon, paragraphs 1-3). 
The two interpretations are not mutually exclusive. 
Our Lord then tells them that the coming of the Son of 
man himself will be like a flash of lightning,—no 
warning, no premonition, and that there will Se no 
argument about it, but that it will be universally ap- 
parent and recognized (Wednesday study). Verse 25 
was to assure them of one great experience that was 
before them,—his own rejection and death which 
they did not at all comprehend (Dr. Riddle, v. 25). 
Verses 26 to 30 are Jesus’ declaration that when he 
does come it will be to a materialized social order 
(Mr. Gordon, 6, 7). 

He gives two illustrations of this declaration, taken 
from the Old Testament. ‘The first is that of Noah’s 
time, when men were warned and indifferent (Thurs- 
day study; Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 3). The second 
illustration is the situation at Sodom, when Lot ut- 
tered warnings and the city was indifferent. The next 
idea presented by Jesus is that when that day comes 
the situation will be urgent, and that the children of 
God must give no thought to earthly affairs lest they 
share a fate similar to that of Lot’s wife (Mr. Gordon, 


Luke 17 : 20-37. Commit verse 33 


20 And being asked by. the Pharisees, when the kingdom of 
God cometh, he answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation : 21 neither shall they say, 
Lo, here ! or, ‘There ! for lo, the kingdom of God is ! within 
you. 

22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when 
ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and 

e shall not see it. 23 And they shall say to you, Lo, there ! 

o, here ! go not away, nor follow after zhem: 24 for as the 
lightning, when it lighteneth out of the one part under the 
heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven ; so shall 
the Son of man be ?in his day. 25 But first must he suffer 
many things and be rejected of this generation, 26 And as it 
came to pass in the days of Noah, even so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man, 27 They ate, they drank, they 
married, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them 
all. 28 Likewise even as it came to pass in the days of Lot ; 
they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded ; 29 but in the day that Lot went out from Sodom 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them 
all : 30 after the same manner shall it be in the day that the 
Son of man is revealed. 31 In that day, he that shall be on 
the housetop, and his goods in the house, let him not go down 
to take them away: and let him that is in the field likewise 
not return back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whosoever 
shall seek to gain. his life shall lose it: but whosoever shall 
lose his life shall ® preserve it. 34 I say unto you, In that 
night there shall be two men on one bed; the one shall be 
taken, and the other shall be left. 35 ‘There shall be two 
women grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left. And they answering say unto him, Where, 
Lord? And he said unto them, Where the body és, thither 
will the 5 eagles also be gathered together. 

1 Or, in the midst of you %Some ancient authorities omit ix Ais 
day. *Gr. save it alive. *Some ancient authorities add ver. 
There shall be two men in the field ; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left. Mt. 24. 40. 5 Or, vultures 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references heré given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times.) 

‘Verse 20.—Who were the Pharisees? What did they 
mean by the coming of ‘‘ the kingdom of God’?? What 
did Jesus mean by coming ‘‘ with observation *’? (Riddle ; 
Gordon, 1-33 Mackie, 1-3 ; Thomas, Monday and Sun- 
day studies; Class in Session, 1 ; Gray, page 327.) 

Verse 21.—Did Jesus mean that the kingdom of God 
was within these Pharisees? (Riddle ; Gordon, 3; Thomas, 
Monday; Class in Session, 1; Gray, page 327.) 

Verse 22.—What did Jesus mean by ‘‘ one of the days of 
the Son of man’’? When would the disciples desire to 
see these days? (Riddle ; Gordon, 5 ; Thomas, Tuesday ; 
Gray, page 327.) 

Verse 24.—What is the meaning of this comparison be- 
tween the lightning and the day of the Son of man? What 
is **his day’? ? (Riddle; Gordon, 8-10; Thomas, Wednes- 
day, Questions, 3; Class in Session, 1; Gray, page 327.) 

Verses 26-30.—Explain those references to Noah and 
Lot. Does this suggest that the condition of the world 
will be as in the days of Noah, and that destruction will 
come as then? (Riddle; Gordon, 6, 7; Thomas, Thurs- 
day ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 31.—What was the reason of this command not to 

‘o back for one’s goods in the house, or to return from the 
field? (Riddle ; Gordon, 11-13; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 32.— What was the significance of the command to 
‘* remember Lot’s wife’’? (Riddle ; Gordon, 13 ; Thomas, 
Friday.) 

Verse 33.—What was meant here by ‘gaining’ and 
‘losing’? one’s life? (Riddle; Gordon, 14; Thomas, 
Saturday.) : 

Verse 34.—What time was meant by ‘that night’’? 
How was one to be taken and the other to be left? (Rid- 
dle ; Gordon, 15.) 

Verse 37.—Why did they ask, ‘‘ Where, Lord?’ and 
now was the Lord’s reference to the eagles an answer to 
the question? (Riddle; Gordon, 15; Thomas, Saturday ; 
Class in Session, 3, 4) 








peneare hs 12, 13). Then the true nature of our 
uman life will be apparent, and the man who has 
lived for the corruptible will perish with his loved 
hoardings. Mr. Gordon (paragraph 14) calls it the 
terrible irony of seifishness. 

The next following verses are both simple and un- 
mistakable. Men who have been living together 
in outward equality will be separated forever, one 
taken and another left, because the inner life of one 
was a reality and the other was not (Saturday study). 
We can imagine the breathless attention of the dis- 
ciples to these words, and their eager questions when 
he says that some shall be taken. here will they 
be taken, Lord ? ‘ 

But the question as to the time and place is just 
what he has previously refused to answer; and: so now 
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again he ignores it, but gives utterance to what 
sounds like a familiar proverb and which means,— 
just as dead animals attract vultures, so correct 
jud ent hovers over souls that are corrupted with 
selfishness and love of earthly things, or are fit for 
glory. 

The Lesson Summary 


We should believe profoundly that Jesus is coming 
again, for he has said so over and over again; but he 
has also said that we should be like busy workers to 
whom have been entrusted talents or pounds, and 
who will have to give an account to their Lord. The 
second coming of Jesus to this earth, this time as a 
Judge of humanity rather than a Saviour as for- 
merly, is unmistakably declared in every Gospel, and 
is always urged as the proper motive for energetic 
devotion to the realities, the spiritual realities, of life. 
There is no mistaking, however, what Jesus says 
about the day when it arrives, It will be absolute M 
unexpected, and it will find human society occupie 
mostly with material and earthly things as it was in 
the days of Noah. Jesus’ words are irreconcilable 
with many pepwes notions as to the equality of all 
men in the future state. The fact that these words 
of Jesus’ are repugnant to somecurrent thought is no 
argument that they are not true, 


Questions for Class Use 


1. Why were the Pharisees interested in the coming of 
the kingdom? 


2. What is the kingdom of God? 


3. What is the danger attendant on a too ardent longing 
for one of the days of the Son of man? 


4. In what state of morality will society be when Jesus 
comes? 


5. What is the lesson of the fate of Lot’s wife ? 


6. Why would Jesus not tell either the time or the place 
of that future day ? 


Other Teaching Points 

It is quite evident that God could not let men know just 
when he was about to act, for that would put an unnatural 
constraint and constriction on our conduct and thinking. 
God means evidently that we shall be free to choose our 
own conduct with full notification from him of conse- 
quences. 


A kingdom involves subjects, and a true subject is one 
who gives willing and loyal service to the king. I know 
who the King is, and the only question to be decided is, 
** Am I a subject or a rebel?”’ 


There are just two possible theories of the future of 
human society. First, we shall grow better and better until 
perfection is attained. Second, we shall go on with good 
and bad mixed until a day when God shall intervene and 
set up a new order of things. Which does this passage 
seem to favor? 


The wish is father to the thought, but wishes do not make 
facts. Ardent wishes for the coming of Jesus should not 
blind us to his distinct words of warning that they should 
not lead us astray. 


Outward equality and similarity in persons may exist 
along with a world-wide difference within. It is significant 
that Jesus expects his own to be found in close association 
with those who reject him. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke 18 : 9-14; 19 : 1-10.) 
[For the teacher to give the class.a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.) 

One subject that Jesus spoke of over and over was 
the difference between a real inner disposition of 
heart and outward conduct. We well know that a 
man may perform religious acts and not really have 
any heart in it. He may like to be thought religious, 
and yet be precisely the reverse of God-fearing in his 
heart. Jesus once painted a picture of the difference 
between an unrepentant and proud religious man 
and a repentant and humble sinner. Not long after- 
wards he met a sinner who gave real evidence of an 
inner change. 


1. What was the real sin of the Pharisee? 
2. What was the real virtue of the publican ? 
3. Whiy is self-exaltation incompatible with true godli- 
ness? 
4. What was the ‘‘salvation’’ that came to Zaccheus ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
An actor. 
A broken laddef?. 
A fall stop. 
A receipt in full. 
Evanston, ILL. 


LFSSON FOR .JUNE 7 (Luke 17 : 20-37) 
The Coming Storm 
By S. D. Gordon 
OW sin does twist things! It would seem strange 
for thieves and white-slavers to be asking about 
when a revival was coming. But it would be 
no stranger than for these Pharisees to be asking for 
the coming of the kingdom of God. The moral con- 
trast between the men asking and the thing asked 
about is the same in each case. 

These Pharisees were intent only on making cap- 
ital out of the deep national expectancy of the coming 
kingdom. ‘They were not concerned about the sort 
of a kingdom Jesus taught, but the very different sort 
that they could use for their own selfish purposes. 


Jesus’ terrific words about these same men only a 
little while after (Matt. 23) give his estimate of their 


character. His answer here shows how well he un- 
derstood their motive. It’s a pity that the mistrans- 
lation evisions. He said in 


rsists even in the 
effect: ihe kingdom of God is not discerned by the 
narrow-eyed, critical scrutiny that you are such ex- 
perts in. When it does come there'll be no need of 
crying out, ‘Oh, here it is,” or, ‘‘Oh, there”; for its 
presence and power will be perfectly clear and open 
to ali eyes. The kingdom of God is now in your 
midst, ey evidenced by the acts and teaching 
and unmistakable power of the King. 


Then Jesus turns to the disciples. Itis noteworthy 
that this is a talk with the inner circle. These dis- 
ciples had broken with their nation in following 
Jesus; they were the seed of the church, which came 
to its wth under the warmth of the Pentecostal 
sun, the words are spoken to the inner circle of 
Jesus’ own to-day. 

The Pharisees’ question touched the heart-spot in 
Jesus. He was the center of the kingdom. Four 
times here he uses another phrase for the ‘* kingdom 
of God”; that is, “‘the days of the Son of man.” 
The days when he was here were sample days of the 
kingdom; that is, of its spirit of ministering, and it 

wer in eres though not tg a its outshin 
ing glory.. Only the three on the Transfiguration 
Mount got a glimpse of that. 


Three things stand out in this bit of teaching about 
the crisis attending the kingdom’s arrival: First, 
about things generally. Life will be characteris- 
tically “upon an animal, material level,—eating, 
drinking, social mingling, farming, and bargaining,— 
this, only this, nothing more, sums up the whole case. 

Two classic -illustrations are the early times of 
Noah' and the later of Lot; Noah in the great world- 
crisis ending in the storm of water; Lot in the great 
crisis of the Canaan Plain, ending in the storm of 
fire; the marks of both storms still found plainly on 
the earth’s face. In each instance moral looseness 
and stubborn wilfulness had reached a terrible 
climax. This is the picture of how things generally 
will be at the moment of Jesus’ arrival on the scene. 


Then, ¢he coming itself will be like the lightning- 
flash instantly seen everywhere within range of the 
storm. Jesus’ arrival will be open, seen by all on 
the earth. It will be unexpectedly sudden. Even 
when you are watching an electrical storm there is a 
distinct touch of being startled in each new light- 
ning-flash. 

It will be witha dazzling brilliance. Out of the 

t-black darkness of the storm suddenly shoots the 
forked light with blinding glory. The sun’s noon- 
time light will be a shadow when the light of Jesus’ 
glorified Face appears out of the blue. 

And it will be at the climax of astorm. Wher the 
clouds, heavily charged with electricity, can no longer 
hold their load the explosive point is reached in the 
lightning. Jesus’ coming will be like this. It will 
be at the climax of a terrible storm; it will be because 
of the storm. The storm’s horrible ripeness decides 
the time. It will result in a clearing of the storm 
and a new spell of weather. 


Then eee tells a little about what will happen. 
Some will be taken away. All the others will be left 
behind on the earth. Some of these taken-away ones 
will be, like Noah, prepared, eager, grateful; some, 
like Lot, reluctant, paapempeer loath to go. 

The terrific urgency is made vidid; no time to save 
‘‘ goods.” That elaborate wardrobe, those precious 
curios, those treasured security-papers,—all the 
‘*goods” and fields left,—the man himself saved, yet 
only because the intense lightning-fire melts the im- 
prisoning chains and sets him free. 

Then come the intense words: ‘‘ Remember Lot’s 
wife.” Will some Christians be so intent on saving 
the ‘‘ goods” as to be caught by the storm? Will 
their hearts be so wholly on the things that the Spirit 
attraction can’t get hold enough to draw them out 
and up? And so they are overcome by the storm 
even though ultimately saved, souls saved, life and 
all else lost? Willit be so? These searching ques- 
tions lie hidden away in the three tense words: 
‘*Remember Lot's wife.” 

Then the terrible irony of selfishness will stand 
out : he that is dead-set on getting, gaining, insist- 
ing on his own way, will find the thing he covets so 
intensely:slipping, slipping clean out of his clutching, 
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clinging, nervous, now nerveless fingers. And the 
sweetness of the strongly self-less life, the real love- 
life, stands in blessed contrast:—he that has utterl 
let his life go, in gladly doing the Father's giad will, 
burned out, worn out, only singing strength left,—he 
will find the abundant quality of life filling all his 
being as he comes into the wondrous Presence. 


The disciples’ ‘‘ where” question isn’t very clear. 
esus answers it about the ‘“‘left” ones. For terrific 
intensity it would be difficult to match his answer. 
Listen : ‘*‘ Where the decaying carcass is there will 
the esome scavenger-birds gathered together 
for their foul feeding.” Terrific words! Did the dis- 
ciples understand? Do we? Can any one under- 
stand their intensity of meaning until the awful light 
of experienced fact shines upon them ? 


New York City. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HILE much in this lesson resembles the dis- 
course on the Mount of Olives, there is an 
important difference. The predicted destruc- 

tion of Jerusalem was the occasion of that discourse, 
though not the exclusive topic. Here the coming of 
the kingdom of God is the dominant topic. 

Time.—In March, A. D. 30, during the final journey 
to Jerusalem. 

.Place.—In Perea. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 20.—Being asked by the Pharisees: The 
stricter sect of the Jews, and also including the chief 
opponents of our Lord. The question was probably 
prompted by a desire to entangle him in some way. 
— When the kingdom of God cometh: The Pharisees 
regarded the kingdom of God as an re and po- 
liticai, kingdom, in which the Jews would be pre- 
eminent. any vain notions were taught on this 
subject.—Cometh not with observation: This king- 
dom will not come when men are looking for it. 

Verse 21,—Lo, here! or, There! These exclama- 
tions imply that those who utter them suppose they 
have found definite proofs of the coming of the king- 
dom.—7ke kingdom yf God is within you: Or, “in 
the midst of you.” Either rendering is grammatical ; 
but the former is objectionable, because it suggests 
that this kingdom was within the Pharisees, the chief 
opponents of the King. In a modified sense this 
might be true, but the marginal rendering is abso- 
lutely true. The kingdom was already ‘in the 
midst of” them, because the King was among them, 
and bringing in the kingdom. 

Verse 22.— Unto the disciples : The Pharisees had 
chee ve 4 withdrawn. —7he days will come: ‘The 

ingdom has already begun (v. 21), but the King will 
be taken away, and in his absence the disciples will 
desire to see one of the days of the Sonof man: They 
will long for his return. Though the phrase ‘‘one 
of the days” is indefinite, it refers to what is termed 
‘*the Second Advent,” the ‘‘ Parousia,” as the Greek 
terms it. This is the dominant topic in the remain- 
der of the lesson.— Ye shadi not see it: Because the 
time has not yet come, and patient waiting is still 
asked of believers. 

Verse 23.—They sha// say: ‘*They” is not ex- 
pressed in the Greek, and the reference is to any who 
claim to find signs of our Lord’s return.—Zo, there / 
Lo, here} This is the better supported order. These 
exclamations refer to the place of the Lord’s return, 
but also imply that it is at hand, The verse has had 
many applications, 

Verse 24.— For as the lightning : Neither time nor 
place can be determined in advance, for the comin 
will be sudden and universally perceived.—/n Azs 
day : That is, the day of his reappearance. 

erse 25..—But first must he suffer: Peculiar to 
Luke, although similar predictions are recorded in 
Matthew and Mark.—7ZAis generation: This is to be 
taken literally, since it was literally fulfilled. 

Verses 26, 27.—As it came to pass in the days of 
Noah: See Genesis 6 and 7, graphically summed up 
here, in illustration of the continued unbelief and 
carelessness of the world in regard to the coming of 
the Son of man. 

Verse 28-30.—/n the days of Lot: See Genesis 10, 
which is here regarded as veritable history.. Both 
these illustrations point to a catastrophe immediately 
preceding the coming of the Messiah. 

Verse 31.—/n that day: This refers to the sudden 
return of our Lord, Similar expressions in Matthew 
24: 17, 18, and parallel passages, may refer to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, but such a reference is im- 
probable here. The same haste will be called for as 
in the days of Lot. 

Verse 32.—Remember Lot's wife: She was pun- 
ished for paying attention to what was left behind in 
Sodom. She. has become a type of earthly-minded- 
ness. 

Verse 33.—Shall seek to gain his life: * Life” is 
here used in two senses (as in ‘chap, 9: 24), earthly 
life and the true life. 

Verse 34.—/n that night: Night is the time of 
surprise and terror.—Zwo men on one bed: Peculiar 
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to Luke. The verse illustrates the separation of 
those previously closely associated. 

Verse 35.—/wo women grinding: Hand-mills 
then used often required two women. The illustra- 
tion is similar to that in verse 34. 

Verse 36 is vp come the best authorities, and was 
probably taken from Matthew 24 : 40. 

Verse 37.— Where, Lord? ‘This question as to 
place was suggested by the separation spoken of in 
verses 34, 35.— Where the body is: Where the judg- 
ments are needed, there they will fall—a general 
principle. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Drizzle.—7he kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation (v. 20). No brass band nor Roman 
legion style. The great things are not the showy 
things. That important-looking man with the —_ 
and the watch-chain and the ‘* style” is one of the 
‘*help.” That quiet little fellow over there in ‘' pep- 
per and salt” suit is Millyons the owner. Ever 
summer the clouds gather over the valley, and suc 
thundering and flashing you never heard or saw. 
Then there is a mad dash of rain that does more 
harm than good, But the other day a great mist 
came silently down and a drizzle settled in. Uncle 
Billy Watson said, ‘‘ Now that’s a rain what is a rain, 
Means millions for us farmers.” It is thus Heaven 
waters our hearts. The gentle dropping in the Sun- 
day-school, the drizzle in the home, and we have the 
fine harvest in the church. The Sunday-schools 
which run to ‘‘ shows” have few graduates into the 
kingdom of God. Christianity has come down the 
centuries, not in the pompe, not in the armies, like 
Islam, but quietly in the hearts of men (1 Kings 19 : 
11, 12; Matt. 3: 3). 

With the ‘‘ Down-and-Outs.”"— 7%e kingdom of God 
zs within you (v. 21). Do you believe that? A mys- 
terious something is inside this bundle of tissues and 
bones. This thing we call us, this soul of ours, is a 
wonder, an enigma, a problem, an awe,a—. And 
just here Al Jackson called me upto come to the 
mill and speak to the ‘‘down-and-outs.” A labor 
famine is on. The Lukens Co, has brought the 
converts from the Inasmuch Mission to work in the 
mills. They are housed, some seventy-five of them, 
in an old mansion by the gate, Religious services 
are held nightly. I spokethere, Oneof the ‘‘bums” 
played the organ. An expert jeweler and a victim 
of drink. Working in the steel mills like the rest of 
the ‘‘down-and-outs.” When testimonies were asked 
for he gave his with a shining, glorified face. He 
has been a Christian three weeks. Working daily in 
asteel plant in midsummer heat at hardest kind of 
labor. He says these are three of the happiest weeks 
of his life. No one who looked into his clean and 
beaming face doubted it. Then I knew exactly what 
this text meant, and came home and wrote this down 
(Aets 17: 27, 28; Eph. 1: 3). 


Safe Either Way.—As 7/ came to pass in the days 
4 Noah (v. 26). How was it in the days of Noah? 

oré’s picture. No doubt there was the learned pro- 
fessor who laughed at those ‘religious cranks” 
building a big ship on dry land. Maybe some Hil- 
precht or other will dig up a clay tablet with all about 
‘* Noah’s folty.”.. You may remember that just about 
the time scholarship had proved there could be no 
Pharaoh somebody found the old fellow, and when 
you go to Egypt you can see him face to face. Schol- 
arship tells us there wasn’t any Noah and there 
wasn't any flood, The world ‘‘ wasn’t doing noth- 
ing” when the rain didn’t come. Well, well! Did 
you know, professor, that after all these centuries of 
ship-building they have found the propatttone of the 
ark about right for modern vessels? Soif the ark isa 
be? bar its proportion for ships is no myth. ‘The Book, 
which has neyer yet been found mistaken, says there 
was a flood. That settles it. Here is the point for 
you: If the antediluvians had listened to the 
oo, and joined the Arkians os would be safe, 

ood or no flood. Hell fire or no hell fire, Christians 
are safe. But unsaved, hell fire, you're horribly lost. 
No hell fire, you don’t seem to be having a specially 
happy life (Isa. 57 : 20, 21; 26: 3). 


The Hold-Together.—Ove shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left (v. 36). The second coming of 
Christ is a trouble to many folks right here. How can 
a father be happy if taken and his children left ? What 
separations there will be that day! How can those 
in the air with the Master be happy with loved ones 
down in the tribulation? How can the redeemed be 
happy in heaven with the lost suffering in hell? I 
don’t know. Around me are sick ones, suffering ones, 
trouble and misery galore. I have been among some 
of it to-day. Yet Iam happy, indeed, as I sit here 
under the lamp with my Master. If Christians are as 
interested in their children as they are in business and 
social affairs all the loved ones will go along and there 
will be no “‘left."" When fathers are more anxious to 
get the boy into heaven than into business, when 
mothers are working harder to get the girl into relig- 
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jon than into ‘*company,’’ thére will be no 
separations on the great day. ‘hose homes 
will be separated where the newspaper is a 
bigger thing than the Bible (1 Thess. 4: 16- 
15). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
% 


The IlMustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


What Was Left Out.— Ye shall desire to 
see one of the days of the Son of man (v.22), 
In one of his books Archdeacon Wilson tells 
a significant story. Some of the best and 
ablest of the students at a woman’s college 
opened a class for teaching the poorest of the 
menin a neglected suburb, They were fired 
by the noblest impulse—to give themselves 
to work for their unfortunate brothers, They 
read to them, they taught them reading and 
writing, they sang to them, and the men 
gathered to them in increasing numbers. 
After some months they asked the men 
whether there was anything in particular 
they wanted to hear more about. There was 
silence, and then a low whisper was heard 
from among them. One of the women went 
up to the speaker, ‘ What was it you 
wished especially to hear about?’’ ** Could 
you tell us,’’ he replied, ‘*something about 
the Lord Jesus Christ?’’ Men and women 
who pray and work for the advent of the 
Golden Age, the coming of the kingdom of 
God, remember that nothing will meet the 
soul’s needs and satisfy the soul’s longings 
but Jesus Christ. —Sentby W. Hetherington, 
Plumstead, S. £., London, Eng. The prize 
Sor this week is awarded to this illustration, 


Suffering Through.—/irst must he suffer 
many things (v.25). Our Lord suffered, and 
so must we. I heaid Bishop Fitzgerald say 
that after he had scaled a lofty mountain and 
stood there in the radiance of the morning 
sun he drank in the beauty of the scene, then 
turned his eyes to heaven and exclaimed : 
*Thank God, the Sun of Righteousness 
shines forever! ‘ It is worth the struggle to 
get into Ilislight.’”’ Soclimbing up through 
conviction, repentance, and faith, the soul 
comes out into the full light of the new life, 


‘*Where the air is pure, eternal, 
And the golden sunlight gleams."’ 


—From W. D. Neale, in Nashville Christian 
Advocate. Sent by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Dele- 
van, N, Y. 


The Unsatisfied Life.—As i¢ came to pass 
in the days of Noah (v. 26). There is said 
to be a strange plantin South America which 
finds a moist place and sends its roots down, 
and becomes green for a little while until the 
place becomes dry, when it draws itself out 
and rolls itself up and is blown along by the 
wind until it comes to another moist place, 
where it repeats the same process. On and 
on the plant goes, stopping wherever it finds 
a little water until the spot is dry; then in 
the end, after all its wanderings, it is nothing 
but a bundle of dry roots and leaves. It is 
the same with those who drink only of this 
world’s springs. They drink and thirst 
again, and go on from spring to spring, 
blown by the winds of passion and desire, 
and at last their sauls are nothing but bundles 
of unsatisfied desires and burning thirsts.— 
From Sunday at Home, Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. 


EWER illustrations than usual are pub- 
lished this week, for the following rea- 
son: The large-majority of the illustra- 

tions submitted were based on the Golden 
Text, ‘*Lo, the kingdom of God is within 
you,’’ and the point of the illustrations was 
that of the commonly accepted interpretation 
of this verse,—that our Lord was suggesting 
that God dwells within men. In view of 
what seems to be the greater reasonableness 
of the marginal rendering of this verse, ‘‘ The 
kingdom of God is in your midst,’’ as explained 
in the lesson articles, (Riddle, v. 21; Gor- 
don, 1-3; Thomas, Monday Study), the edi- 
ters prefer to give special emphasis to this 
readering ; and illustrations that would or- 
dinarily have been acceptable have therefore 
not been used. The readers’ attention, how- 
ever, is called to the fact that illustrations are 
specially desired, in all lessons, on other 
verses than the Golden Text, though illustra- 
tions on the Gglden Text are also acceptable. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary. to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


HEN the kingdom of God cometh (v. 
20). Sdmetinies called ‘the king- 
dom of heaven.’’ ‘To the Jews the 
word **heaven’’ meant God, and the terra 
is still so employed by them in conversation, 
It was regarded as something already exist- 
ing in the purpose of God, but its manifesta- 
tion was hindered by various hostile influ- 
ences, chiefly by the world power of the 
idolatrous Gentiles, But these were doomed 
to perish and the hindrances to pass away, 
and then the kingdom would come exclu- 
sively, or in its largest benefactions for the 
sake of those who had waited and suffered 
forit. Faith in its coming became the watch- 
word of Judaism (Deut. 6: 4). 

It was often spoken of as a time of festival, 
an endless provision being found in the flesh 
of leviathan and the fruit of the tree of life. 
The central thought was God’s undisputed 
reign, and this would involve the welfare of 
his people. 

A celebrated rabbi on his death-bed had a 
dream in which he saw the whole world in- 
verted, and those who had formerly occupied 
the highest places found themselves lowest 
down. It was a vision of the kingdom and 
of the changes it would introduce. These 
changes would constitute the consolation of 
Jerusalem. In the face of such changes 
whosoever would seek to gain his life in the 
present life would lose it with regard to the 
world to come. 

Let him not go down to take them away 
(v. 30). The wooden or stone stair of an 
Oriental house is attached to or built into the 
outside of the house-wall. One could come 
down and hurriedly seek to escape without 
entering the house. 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypt,. 
+ 4 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


UR Lord's words about the coming of 
the end; and about the uncertainty of 
all man-made" progtams ‘and plans, 

include a reference to a detail of Palestine 
housekeeping with which every one of his 
hearérs was perfectly familiar, but which is 
strange to Western ears. Let us visit a 
twentieth century home where two women 
may be seen ‘‘ grinding at the mill.’’ 

Looking out through the stereoscope we 
find the two women—apparently ‘mistress 
and servant—kneeling on the rough pave- 
ment of a courtyard, at either side of a small 
stone trough. ‘The farther end of the trough 
is hollowed less deeply than the nearer end, 
making a sort of platform, with a stout iron 
peg set upright in the middle of its surface. 
On that surface another stone has been laid, 
—a heavy, flat, circular disk with a hole at 
its center; and through that hole the iron 
peg projects, holding the disk in place. At 
one point near the edge of the upper disk 
another iron pin has been set upright, and 
by pulling on that upper pin the stone disk 
can be made to revolve like a horizontal 
wheel arouad tlie’ central upright axle. It 
is too heavy for one woman to manage alone. 
Two always work together. Whole grain is 
dropped, a bit at a time, first by one woman, 
then by the other, through the central hole 
into the small space between the two stones. 
As the upper stone is pulled steadily around 
and around over the nether (lower) stone, 
the kernels are drawn between them, cracked, 
torn open, and broken up into a sort of coarse 
meal, and that escapes around the edges of 
the stones. Even in 1914 the average fam- 
ily in Palestine lives on bread made from 
flour thus ground at home. The labor is 
always regarded as woman’s work. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Women grind- 
ing at the mill.’’ 

The Underwood ‘Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the les- 
son-places vea/: Forty-eight places will be vis- 
ited during 1914. The forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8.00, and if all are ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of this quarter ; cost, $2. ‘The three for 
June cost 50 cents. Less than three in one 
order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 85 cents 
each. ' Postage or express is prepaid on orders 
for either stereographs or stefeoscopes. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times.Co., 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, _Philadelphia,. Pa. 


From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
our Saviour and our King, thou art worthy to 
have all honor and power. May we to-day give 
thee complete control in our own lives, so that 
with true hearts we may pray for thy kingdom 
to come upon this earth. Bless thine own peo- 
ple, the Jews, we pray thee. Open their hearts 
to receive thee as their Saviour and to await 
with joy the great and terrible day when thou 
shalt return to reward the faithful and destroy 
the wicked. In thy name, and for thy glory, 
we ask it. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— Who can tell me what 
kind of history there is in the Bible which is 
not to be found in any other book that was 
ever written? Perhaps one of our teacher- 
training classes can answer, Yes, the his- 
tory of the future: we call it ‘* prophecy.’’ 
All through the Old Testament the Jews 
were looking forward to something their 
prophets had told them about,—the coming 
of the—? (Kingdom.) They were looking 
for a glorious kingdom when all suffering 
would be at an end and they should be tri- 
umphant over their enemies. And when the 
King himself came they did not recognize 
him. Most of them—especially the Phari- 
sees—forgot that their prophets not only told 
them of a glorious kingdom that was coming, 
but also that the King must first come to 
earth and suffer and be rejected and cruci- 
fied. Then he would go away after his res- 
urrection and come again to set up this 
kingdom. That is what we call his Second 
Coming. 

Perhaps a little diagram on the board will 
help us to understand it. Peter tells us 
(1 Pet. 1: 11) that the Spirit of Christ told 
the Old Testament prophets of the future 
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 
follow them,—even though the prophets may 
not have known that so long a time should 
occur between the suffering and the glory. 
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I have tried to make one on the black- 
board, but of course it is not anything like 
as pretty as the real one. Point your first 
finger at the colors and count them with this 
little poetry verse : 

** One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
See God's rainbow in the heaven ! 
Seven bright colors make the bow 
Fairest, brightest thing we know. 

See God's rainbow in the heaven ! 
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven !"’ 


(Repeat this until they are familiar with it.) 

‘*Of course you remember the first rain- 
bow! We can’t stop to tell that wonderful 
story over now, but tell me why God put it 
in the sky that day? To tell Noah ? 

Well, Noah has been dead a long, long 
time ; so why did God put that one in the 
sky this week? Yes, it is his way of saying, 
**Don’t be afraid! I’m sending the rain, 
and I’ll make it stop before it drowns the 
world.”’ And we know that God never for- 
gets when he promises ! 

Suppose we say our poetry verse over 
again, and every time we see a bow let us 
point to its colors and say it over, so we will 
not forget it or forget to be thankful for it. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
’ % 
For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus wants chil- 
dren in his kingdom. 
Memory Verse.—The kingdom ‘of 
God is within you, 

Introduction.—lf you heard that a kiag 
was coming to your city or town, would 
you try to see him? What would you ex- 
pect to see? Have you seen a picture of 
any king? How was he dressed? What 
did he wear on his head? 











TWO COMINGS 


If you could visit a king’s 
palace, what would you ex- 





THE PROPHETS 
SAW THE 0.1. Jews (|st) cwurck ()¢]) kiNanon pectte ind? “Are there any 
ee 


ings now? King George 





At the ‘First’? coming Jesus was to 
suffer, but the Jews didn’t look for that part 
of the prophecy, but for the kingdom, which 
was not to be set up on earth till after the 
Second Coming. hen wé believe that 
Jesus came the first time and died for us, and 
accept him as our Saviour and Lord, then 
we wait with joy for him to come to earth 
the second time and win the final victory 
over all evil, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Down life's dark vale we wander.”’ 

‘In the crimson blu-h of morning.” 

‘* It may be at morn, when the day is awaking."’ 
‘** Jesus, and shall it ever be.”’ 

‘* Jesus, I my cross have taken."’ 

** Watchman, tell us of the night.”’ 

‘* When Jesus comes to reward his servants.” 
** Work, for the night is coming.” 


rentheses are to the metrical! 


(References in 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’ 
Psalm 24 : 7-10 (49 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96 : 1-4, 11-13 (193 : 2, 6, 7). 
Psalm 110 : 1-7 (225 : I-4). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7 (133 : 1-3). 
Psalm 72 : 1-19 (144 : 1, 4-6). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks are being 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be psed in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks,;but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


23. A Rainbow Lesson 


OW I wished for you all last week, when 

I was seeing a most beautiful thing! 
Maybe you were looking. It was the 

day of the big rain—you remember? The 
sun was just going down, the air was so 
fresh and clear and cool, and over there in 





the sky was—oh, you did see it !—a rainbow ! 





of England is greatly hon- 
ored, and many, many people belong to his 
kingdom. 

Did you ever hear of David, the shepherd 
king? Many kings followed him, who ruled 
God’s people, the children of Israel, ‘Then 
for many years they:had no king, but they 
expected one to be born who would be their 
Messiah and king. Every Jewish mother 
hoped that her baby boy might be chosen. 
At last there was a baby born named Jesus. 
When some wise men came to worship him 
they asked, Where is he that is born king of 
of the Jews? They gave to him beautiful 
presents, such as they would give to a prince, 

Lesson Story.—When Jesus grew up he 
began to preach, ‘* The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand’ (or, is near). Many people be- 
lieved that Jesus would choose a city, build 
a palace, gather a lot of soldiers and friends 
about him, wear beautiful clothes, and a 
crown, and that he wotld sit on a throne as 
king. 

Nearly every time that he preached or 
taught he talked about the kingdom of God. 
He made the children and their mothers 
happy one day when he said, “ Let the little 
children come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of God.’’ 

Many people liked him, and wished that 
he would start his kingdom right away, His 
best friends wanted him to build his palace, 
wear fine clothes, and make a place where 
they could share his glory. Two of them 
asked to sit next to him, but Jesus couldn’t 
promise that. Days, months, and years 
passed, but no palace was built for him. 
ence had taught his friends to pray, ‘* Thy 

ingdom come,’’ and ‘*Thine is the king- 
dom,’’ but they couldn’t see it. 

His disciple friends knew that Jesus had 
greater power than any king they had ever 
heard about. They had seen him quiet the 
storm, heal the lame and blind, and even 
ten lepers, Such a man ought to be king. 
They had heard him tell that the kingdom 
of heaven would grow strong like the mus- 
tard seed, or it would spread like leaven or 
yeast. 

One day even the fault-finding Pharisees 
asked Jesus, When and where will your 
kingdom come? Jesus said you cannot see 
it, here nor there, for behold the kingdom of 
God is within you. His friends couldn’t 
understand that, so Jesus explained that his 
kingdom would not be made up of gold, 
silver, diamonds, fine clothes, etc., but it 
would be a kingdom in the hearts of people, 





— 





LESSON FOR JUNE 7 (Luke 17 : 20-37) 


a kingdom of love, joy, kindness, truth, obe- 
dience, honesty, etc. Jesus said, If some- 
body will say to you, Look here, or Look 
there, pretending to show you my kingdom, 
do not follow them, for they cannot tell, any 
more than can tell, where lightning may 
flash out of the sky. 

Then Jesus spoke of good old Noah. The 

le wouldn’t believe nor listen to him, 
while building the ark, but by and by the 
floods came and covered the earth. If peo- 
ple wouldn’t listen to Noah’s warning, to be 
saved in the ark, they will not listen to my 
warning to belong to the kingdom of God, 
Everybody ought to be ready, for the king’s 
or may come suddenly. Read verses 
34-36.) 

After the Story.—Did you ever hear peo- 
le say that growing. things like plants, 
ushes, and trees belong to the vegetable 

kingdom; that horses, cows, d sheep, 
etc., belong to the animal kingdom ; that 
rocks, stone, sand, and salt belong to the 
mineral kingdom? Boys and girls some- 
times play a guessing game about those king- 
doms. ey are all very wonderful, but the 
most wonderful is the kingdom of God, which 
Jesus talked about. 

When people are invited to visit a king, 
they want new clothes to wear, and they 
must be just right. Only one new thing is 
needed for those who belong to the kingdom 
of God,—a clean new heart. This is God’s 
promise: ‘* A new heart will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you’’—then 
‘¢ The kingdom of God is within you.’’ Even 
King David, who had a crown, a palace, and 
great riches, prayed one time, ‘‘ Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit withinme.” Repeat this prayer, ** Thy 
kingdom come —in my heart.’’ 

Hand-work.—Draw or cut out a heart and 
write inside, ‘* Thy kingdom come,”’ 

CHICAGO, 


& ; 
My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The-kingdom, as the Pharisees thought. 
2, The kingdom as Jesus taught. 
The location, establishment, the ‘ruler, 
oe, the citizens in each. x 
hf Were comes in.’’-how many 
: lovely things I can do and have ! 
.Did yon ever dream of such a day 
. coming? For every Jew there was a.much- 
desired, much-dreamed-of day coming. This 
was the day when their promised Messiah 
should come, Te, they hoped, would restore 
their ruined nation to the glory of Solomon’s 
kingdom, and cause their conquerors, Greece 
and Rome, to fall at his feet. So when 
Jesus came, though they were keenly disap- 
pointed in his manner of coming, there were 
those who fully expected him to establish an 
earthly kingdom in the near future, 

At this time Jesus was approaching their 
capital city, and naturally they thought that 
he would now establish his kingdom. 

(1) The kingdom as the Pharisees thought: 
(a) Location: Where did the Pharisees ex- 
pect this kingdom to be located? What 
would the capital city probably be? (4) Its 
establishment would be accomplished in what 
way? Would Jesus be a glorious conqueror 
as Alexander was? Would he establish his 
kingdom by miracle or sword? they won- 
dered. (c) The ruler: Who would be the 
ruler? Who would be selected for the high 
offices? In what kind of dwelling would he 
live? How would he demonstrate his great 
power? they wondered, (d) The citizens : 
Of course the citizens would be Jews or 
proselytes who had accepted the Jewish cus- 
toms as their own, They would have special 
privileges and powers beyond those of other 
great nations, 

Knowing this to be the conception held by 
the Pharisees, Jesus planned to correct this 
idea, because in a short time his disciples 
must spread his teachings throughout the 
land. So when the Pharisees asked when 
the kingdom should come, how did Jesus 
answer? Let us study about this kingdom 
as Jesus taught it. 

2. The kingdom as Jesus taught: (a) How 
does Jesus explain where this spiritual king- 
dom is? When are the disciples to realize 
it? What makes it heaven within us? (6) 
Instead of a conquering army to astonish and 
win the world by sword, the kingdom is to 
come to individuals and to be scorned as it 
was in the days of Noah. Have verses 26- 
jo read. What did the people do in Noah’s 
day? (c) The ruler of this kingdom, instead 
of appearing in pomp and power, will seem 





THE SUNDAY 


to have none whatever. Tell about it from 
verse 25. Recall the death of Jesus. Ap- 
parently he is a failure. (@) ‘The citizens or 

ssors of this kingdom differ in no way 
externally many times from others who are 
not citizens. twardly they may be equal 
in possessions, strength, and position as two 
men in the same or two women grinding 
corn, or two girls in the same mill or class in 
school, Yet one may have the kingdom 
within and the other may not. One — be 
a subject of the king and the other be lost. 
Read verses 34, 35. Wherein lay the differ- 
ence between these two women? 

These twenty-one ‘‘Sunshiners’’ in this 
class are generally equal in age, wealth, and 
advantages, yet all have not this kingdom 
within. A stranger looking in at the door 
could not separate the class into its two 
groups. Some therefore would be chosen 
and some left, for the qualification upon 
which the grouping depends is the accept- 
ance of Jesus Christ as King and Saviour. 

Not knowing when the separating may 
come to us, it is. therefore wiser to choose 
Jesus early in life, and no better time than 
the present will ever present itself. 

Have you that kingdom within you? 
‘“‘Thy kingdom come’”’ we pray, but let us 
hasten the coming upon the whole earth by 
its early establishment in our own life. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Luke 18: 9-14. 
more righteous ? 

Read Luke 19: 1-10. 
publicans ? 
Jews? 

Mark and memorize Luke 19:10. Tell 
all you can about the character of Zaccheus. 

Read Exodus 22:1. Tell what the Jewish 
law requires for restoration, What led Zac- 
eheus to restore the goods ? 

Read again Luke 19: 1-10, | Why did not 
Jesus go home with the best man in town? 

Memorize Mark 2 : 17. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Which man was 


Who were the 
How were they regarded by the 


% 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 


AST Sunday’s lesson was. an awful hard 
one to study. I had the first question 
about the Pharisees’ idea of the king- 

dom, and Carl had the second on Jesus’ 
purpose, but we didn’t either of us get very 
close to it. 

** Suppose you were sent to some uncivil- 
ized island to establish a government for 
them and become their king, what would be 
your first move ?”’ asked teacher. 

‘*Get an army and lick ’em out of their 
boots,’’ answered Bumps Brown. 

**And what next?’’ teacher went on, 
trying not to smile. 

** Why, build a big palace, with a throne 
in it, get a crown and a sceptre, and a lot of 
servants, and have a grand coronation, with 
a procession, fireworks, a salute of twenty- 
one guns, and a grand banquet,’’ reeled off 
Bumps, remembering some of the stories he 
had read. 

*“*Then what would probably happen 
next?’’ teacher smiled. 

Nobody answered for a minute, then Bull- 
dog Jones stood right up and shook his fists 
at Bumps and hollered: ‘‘ If I was one of 
them South Sea Islanders I’d get up an in- 
surrection and have you hung,—and then 
I’d be king,’’ he finished, dropping into his 
seat. 

‘* Ves, that’s just the result when a gov- 
ernment begins at the circumference instead 
of the center, and when it is founded on 
force,’? answered teacher, He said the 
Philippines and Mexico show that. 

** How would you begin it?’’ Fred wanted 
to know. 

‘*How did Jesus begin to establish his 
kingdom ?’’ teacher came back at him. 

‘* Why, went around preaching and heal- 
ing, and finally let himself be killed,’’ an- 
swered Fred, ‘*but we couldn’t do that 
way.”’ 

**That’s the way the missionaries do,’’ 
teacher told him, ‘‘ They win the natives’ 
hearts by love and sacrificing service, and 
when stable government comes in Turkey, 
China, Mexico, and the Philippines, it will 
be due to the work of the missionaries more 
than anything else. They’re beginning at 
the center just as Jesus did.” “| 

Fred Keller wanted to know what that 
meant about the lightning, and teacher ex- 
plained that it referred to the final return’ of 
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Christ in triumph to set up the kingdom he 
was first bringing inte men’s hearts. 

‘* How are we goin to know when Christ’s 
coming is near? ’’- asked Carl, 

That called out the home questions about 
Noah and Lot’s wile, and after the boys had 
told about them teacher explained that we 
can’t know for sure when Christ will return, 
He will come all unexpected and find many 
unprepared, . He says the point of the lesson 
is for us always to be ready to meet the Lord. 

Then we took up that about the two 
women, He showed us the stereoscopic 
picture 1 for this lesson, and there were the 
two women turning one of those mill-stones 
round and round, with their hands on the 
same handle, We read that verse where it 
says one shall be taken and the other left, 
and teacher said that showed how sudden 
would be Christ’s coming to receive his own 
unto himself. 

** Father says that means the destruction 
of Jerusalem,’’ spoke up Fred Keller, the 
minister’s boy. 

‘* 1 know some people think so,’’ admitted 
teacher, ‘‘ but verse 7 shows plainly that 
Jesus is speaking of his glorious reappear- 
ance,’’ 

He had us turn to 1 Thessalonians 4: 


1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,’”’ on page 332 in 
this issue. 
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16, 17, and read how the Christians shall be 
caught up to meet the Lord and be with him 
forever, He thinks this in the lesson was 
Jesus’ graphic way of saying that however 
saints and sinners are mixed up together 
Christ will suddenly call his own to him 
when he comes, 

** My, I hope the end of the world doesn’t 
come while I’m alive,” groaned Skinny. 
** I'd be scared,” 

‘*Not if you know Christ is your friend 
and Saviour,’? answered teacher, ‘‘ and 
whether the call comes to meet him in the 
air, or to meet him in death, the main thing 
is to be ready.’’ 

He talked about how the men in the fire 
engine house don’t know what minute the 
bell may call them, and how they are always 
ready, night or day. He says that’s the way 
a Christian ought to live, always ready and 
glad to go. 

Questions for next time are: What was 
wrong with the Pharisee’s prayer? Wh 
was the publican’s prayer a good one 
What was Zacchezeus’ standing in the com- 
munity? Why did Zacchseus want to see 
Jesus? Why did Jesus want to go home 
with Zaccheus? How do you ‘| past 

esus 


cheus repented and believed in 
Ought we to be the friends of sinners 
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The King and the Kingdom 


T. would seem that the connection between 
this and the preceding section is quite 
close, the present lesson (Luke 17 : 20- 

37) being prompted by inquiries made by 
some of Christ’s enemies on his journey. 
Verses 20-22 are peculiar to Luke; the rest 
are found in Matthew and Mark, ‘There are 
two main topics: (I) verses 20, 21, the 
‘¢ where ”’ of the kingdom ; (2) verses 22-37, 
the ‘‘ when”’ of the kingdom, See Stevens 
and Burton’s ‘‘ Harmony, of, the: Gospels ’’ 
(Section 108, Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ‘* Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels ’’ (Section 103 ; 
The Sunday Scheol Times Co., 10 cents and 
25 cents); Croscup’s ‘* Historical Charts ’’ 
(Section 118; The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1); Stirling’s ‘* Atlas of the Life of 
Christ’’ (p. 23, No. 3; Revell, 40 cents) ; 
Vollmer’s ** Modern Student’s Life of Christ ’”’ 
(pp. 199, 202; Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 

Monday.—Read verses 20, 21, The origi- 
nal implies that our Lord was ‘ further 
questioned,’’ Some think it was in mockery, 
others in speculation; but in any case, as 
Christ had taught the imminence of the king- 
dom, it was natural that they should ask 
when it might be expected, Perhaps they 


desired to test him, but no rebuke is given,’ 


because it had been revealed that Messiah 
should come to redeem Israel and to estab- 
lish the throne. The kingdom of God means 
the rule of God over human life, and Christ 
answers that this was not coming by observa- 
tion. There would be no particular outward 
signs to necessitate. careful and anxious 
watching, thus enabling the arrival to be 
dated, On the contrary, the kingdom is 
hidden, The question at once arises whether 
we can render the words ‘‘ within you’’ or 
‘*among you,’’ for the Greek can be trans- 
lated either way. Is the kingdom to be un- 
derstood as in their hearts, or in their midst? 
There can be no doubt that the latter is more 
appropriate to the context because the Phari- 
sees were so hostile to Christ that the king- 
dom of God was not in their hearts. If this 
is the meaning, then our Lord taught that so 
far from external signs to attract attention 
the kingdom was already in their midst in his 
own person and teaching, But it is said that 
this rendering of the Greek is not so scrip- 
tural, and that it is best to take the phrase 
literally as ‘¢ within you,’’ the meaning being 
that the kingdom, instead of being external 
and visible, is essentially spiritual and in the 
heart. On this view the question rested 
entirely upon ‘their purely external idea of 
the kingdom, forgetful of the needed internal 
work first. This would make the Pharisees 
like Nicodemus, and the word ‘‘ observa- 
tion’? would thus refer..to objects of the 
senses. The -kingdom, however, was not 
established in a visible manner, and it might 





occur without being suspected (11 : 20) be- 
cause of its internal nature. One great 
authority says that no genuine example of 
the meaning of ‘* among” has been found, 
This is certainly impressive, and goes far to 
support the general idea of ‘* within,’’ and 
if this is to be taken so, the meaning is that 
the kingdom was to be sought for in the 
hearts of the Pharisees, though it was not lit- 
erally there at that time, 


Tuesday.—Read verses 22, 23. Now our 
Lord speaks to his disciples. Perhaps the 
Pharisees had gone, and as an opening had 
been given, the application was timely and 
important (see Matt. 24 : 23; Mark 13: 21). 
The disciples may have been deceived by the 
teaching of verse 21, and so they are told 
that the kingdom will not come immediately 
(v. 22), but that when it does come there 
will be no uncertainty (vs. 23, 24). When 
Christ refers to *‘ one of the days of the Son 
of man,’’ he was perhaps dealing with the 
impatient waiting for some sign announcing 
the day as near, and there may have been 
some regret on the part of disciples when re- 
calling things that had happened during 
Christ’s presence on earth. But the future 
is certainly the dominant thought. In their 
persecutions and trials they will long for the 
cheer and protection that can only come 
through the revelation of Jesus Christ. His 
followers are not to be deceived by false an- 
nouncements, but are to hold firmly to their 
allegiance to their Master. This does not 
contradict verse 21. That refers to the first, 
this to the second, coming. 


Wednesday.—Read verses 24, 25; see 
Matthew 24: 27.. ‘The illustration of light- 
ning suggests suddenness and universal per- 
ception, but it is not coming until after the 
suffering and rejection of the Messiah. This 
is another reminder of what was going to 
happen when he arrived in Jerusalem. 


Thursday.—Read verses 26, 27. This is 
the first of two illustrations of the state of 
affairs when Jesus Christ should come. It 
is drawn from the antediluvian time, and 
shows what their life was in its material 
prosperity and pleasure together with the 
moral corruption, Even up to the day that 
Noah entered the ark the people were un- 
prepared, and the flood came, despite the 
earnest testimony given to them in warning 
through Noah (see Matt. 24: 37-39). 


Friday.—Read verses 28-32. ‘The second 
illustration, drawn from patriarchal times, 
again showing the neglect of spiritual reali- 
ties for earthly life, pieasure, and sin (see 
Matt. 24: 15-18; Mark 13: 14-16). Then 
follows the special application of the circum- 
stances (vs. 31, 32). When Christ comes, 
his disciples are not to give a thought to 
worldly affairs (v, 32), but they are to re- 
member the fate of Lot’s wife (Gen. 19 : 26). 
In her endeavor to recover her worldly pos- 
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sessions she ‘looked back, and, like her, the 
faithful ones at the second coming must 
think only of Christ and not about their pos- 
sessions. Nothing can be more solemn than 
this word ‘* remember ’”’ on the lips of Christ 
{see also 16: 25). - 


Saturday.—Read verses 33-37 ; see Luke 
9:24; Matthew 24 : 28-40. No disciple 
must endeavor to preserve or gain for him- 
self his life, and yet by putting Christ first 
his life shall be really preserved. Whatever 
may be the association in this life, yet when 
Christ comes: there will be some remarkable 
severances. One will be taken to be with 
him and the other will be left. Outward 
association is one thing; spiritual reality is 
another. The two pictures are vivid and 
impressive (vs. 34, 35). Then comes the 
question as te the meaning of the last verse. 
The reference is doubtléss to some proverbial 
expression, The question was one of curi- 
osity, and had already been answered (v. 24), 
but our Lod uses it to close a conversation 
by a declaration applying it to the whole 
world, Wherever the situation is ripe the 
catastrophe will come. There is no doubt 
that the body refers to corruption, and the 
eagles or vultures to judgment. Humanity, 
secular and destitute of God’s life, is pictured 
as suffering punishment alighting upon it. 
The key is found in Job 39: 30, and the ref- 
erence seems to be to the carnage in the day 
of the Lord, as in Revelation 19:17, 21 
(see also Isa, 66). No reference to tlhe Ro- 
man ‘‘eagles’’. in A.D. 70. 


Sunday. — The entire lesson should be 
studied with special reference to the mean- 
ing of **the kingdom of God.’’ In the New 
Testament we have these significant results : 
(1.) In the Gospels the kingdom is promi- 
nent and the church only mentioned twice. 
(2.) In the Acts the kingdom is still promi- 
nent, though the church is mentioned some- 
what more freely, ‘(3.) In the Epistles the 
proportions are reversed, and the church is 
seen almost everywhere and the kingdom 
scarcely at all, except as a present spiritual 
reality. - (4.) Again, in the Revelation it is 
the kingdom that is prominent and the church 
is hardly noticeable. What do these things 
mean? Surely that the kingdom and the 
church are to be clearly distinguished, and 
that the kingdom is mainly future, while the 
church is for the present only, Christ came 
to set up his kingdom, but was rejected, and 
the kingdom, though ‘‘at hand,’’ was never 
actually established. instead of this, he 
founded his church, and he is never spoken of 


| as the King of the Church, but only the head 


or the Lord. There cannot be a kingdom 
without a king, and Christ’s kingdom is still 
future in its full, complete reality. We can 
see how impossible it is to identify kingdom 
and church by simply altering the phrase in 
the Lord’s Prayer. ‘To say ** Thy church 


| come’? would be absolutely impossible. The 


kingdom of God is thus the rule of God over 


| human life, and has the widest possible con- 





ception in the New Testament, far wider 
than the church, which is only one of the 
means whereby the kingdom is to be ushered 
in. Our Lord is now seated at the right 
hand of his Father’s throne, and therefore is 
not on his own throne as king, nor will he 
be until he comes again. 


Questions for Further Study 


1. Will the kingdom of Christ be before or 
after the millennium? This lesson enables 
us to answer with definiteness. Christ gave 
two illustrations descriptive of the darkest 
and lowest periods of two dispensations in 
the time of Noah and Lot as expressive of 
the condition of life when he comes. ‘This 
clearly shows that the world is not to become 
gradually better before he arrives; on the 
contrary, his coming will be at a time when 
evil will be rampant and goodness at a low 
ebb. It is siynificant that in the sermon at 
Nazareth (Luke 4) Christ stopped in the mid- 
dle of a verse, saying that he had come to 
declare **the acceptable year of the Lord.”’ 
If only he had gone on with the text from 
Isaiah (chap. 61: 2), he would have added, 
‘and the day of vengeance of our God.”’ 
But the latter has not yet come, and thus we 
are now between these two statements, since 
this is still ‘*the acceptable year of the 
Lord.’’: This question of the pre-millennial 
coming is ‘therefore vital to the subject of the 
coming, 

2. The two’ kingdoms mentioned in the 
New Testament ave worthy of special notice. 
When Christ comes again it Will Le to set up 


his own kingdom, but there is something 
beyond this,—namely, the Father’s kingdom 
for which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, 
**Our Father, ... thy kingdom come.’’ It 
was this to which Christ referred at the last 
supper (Matt. 26:29). We see also that 
when the redemptive work is. done Christ 
will deliver up his kingdom to the Father 
(t Cor, 15 : 24). 

3. This lesson is full of references to 
‘*days’’ (vs. 22, 24, 26, 28-30). There are 
seven such days in the New Testament. (1.) 
‘The Day of Jesus,—that is, the earthly life 
and ministry (John 8: 56). (2.) The present 
dispensation looked at from the divine stand- 
point as ‘*the Day of Salvation’’ (2 Cor. 
6: 2), (3) and from the human standpoint as 
*“*the Day of Man”’ (1 Cor. 4: 3, Greek). 
(4.) The Day of Christ,—that is, his coming 
for his people to receive and reward them 
(Phil. 1:6; 2:16). (5.) The Day of the 
Lord,—that is, when he comes to judgment 
accompanied by his Peep e. This phrase, is 
always associated with catastrophe in the 
Old Testament and the New Testament 
(Joel 2:31). It is pretty certain that this is 
in view in our present lesson, (6.) The Day 
of Judgment (1 John 4: 17),—that is, the 
time of the Great White Throne, or General 
Judgment. (7.) The Duy of God (2 Pet. 33 
12),—that is, when God shall be all in all, 
Even although the passages where these 
**days’’ occur may not be capable of exact 
exegesis along this line, the periods expressed 
by the days in the New Testament are quite 
clear, 
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Sunday, June 7, 1914 
Twelve Great Verses. VI. The Purity 
Verse (Matt. 5:8). Conse- 
cration Meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The pure heart (1 Pet. 1 : 22-25). 
‘lUES.—The pure life (1 Pet. 1 : 13-16). 
\VED.—The pure motive (Matt. 5 : 19-24). 
‘THURS.—The pure will (Heb. 10 : 5-10). 
FRI.—The pure thought (Phil. 4 : 4-9). 
Sat.—The pure Man (Heb. 7 : 24-28). 











Why does purity banish fear ? 
How can we purify our thought ? 
What hinders us from being pure ? 


EN have always found it difficult to 
agree upon an acceptable definition 
of religion. Some hold tha. religion 

consists chiefly in the intellectual accept- 
ance of certain formulated propositions, while 
others believe that the chief element in re- 
ligion is a form of feeling toward God and 
unseen things. ‘There is doubtless a large 
measure of truth in each of these two views 
of religion, which would have to be taken 
into account in any attempt to formulate an 
exact and comprehensive statement of what 
religion is, But whatever truth there is in 
these conceptions, the writer of the General 
Epistle of James passes them by when he 
comes to define religion: ‘* Pure religion 
and undefiled before our God and Father,’’ 
he says, ‘‘is this—that a man should keep 
himself unspotted.’’? There is something else 
in James’ definition, and a not unimportant 
matter, but we can take the words quoted ‘as 
containing for us the substance of James’ 
idea of religion. 


Purity is not a religion that can be put on 
from without. Only those men are clad with 
it outwardly who are pure within. Of noth- 
ing did Jesus speak more contemptuously 
than of punctilious, external religiousness 
which neglected the inward holiness of the 
soul, the inward innocence of the thought. 
Our primary concern need not be of ritual 
and form. How we worship, the architec- 
ture of our temples, the smoothness of our 
liturgies, are matters of secondary conse- 
quence. The primary questions are, Is my 
heart pure? Dol love mybrother? Is the 
sanctuary of my soul within a holy place? 

A great deal that is written and spoken 
nowadays is not attractive to the pure in 
heart. It is not_meant for them, except as 





a poison is intended for its victim, When it 
has defiled the ‘pure in heart ther it will be 
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desirable to them. But until then purity re- 
sents and revolts from the tide of unclean- 
ness which is flowing over the world, the 
stories of unclean crimes, the tales that trade 
in vice, the studies of social iniquity which 
are merely the sopping of the curiosity in 
slime, and not the pitying surgery of purity 
seeking to cut away evil and to heal disease 
The pure in heart will have no interest in a 
great deal that is current talk, and will de- 
spise or ignore a good deal of what is offered 
both to the eye and to the ear to-day. 

It is foolish to be compromising in these 
matters, and they are not questions to be 
debated. If a thing is not unqualifiedly and 
undebatably pure we will do best to have 
absolutely nothing to do with it. 


% 


Purity alone holds the secret of life’s fresh- 
ness and joy. Men do not believe this. The 
very reason they go after evil is because of 
the interest it is supposed to give to life. 
Mere goodness and the simple life and 
thoughts of goodness they think to be tame 
and to need the zest and piquancy to be found 
alone in the spice_of evil. But this is folly. 
Nothing is more deadly monotonous. than 
evil. It is always the same stale story. In 
a netable sermon, Dr. W. R. Richards dis- 
cussed what he called ‘‘the monotony of 
sin,’’? and he imagines some anciet Babylon- 
ian visiting modern New York and being 
taken about to see the sights. His host 
shows him the great buildings and bridges 
and engineering achievements, and the man 
from the ancient time is filled with wonder 
and surprise. And then in the evening the 
New Yorker, who had reserved the exhibi- 
tion of sin in its most seductive and fascinat- 
ing guise to crown the day, is nonplussed 
when the Babylonian yawns and exclaims, 
*¢Oh, there is nothing new here. We had 
all this in Babylon three thousand years ago.’” 
Indeed there is nothing new in sin. Its-new 
forms are simply revivals of old forms. All 
there is in sin was in the first sin, It has 
been a story of stale repetition ever since. 


> 4 


There are two ‘‘keeps’’ which go to- 
gether : ** Keep thyself in the love of God’’; 
** Keep thyself pure.’’ 

A housekeeper’s first care is to keep her 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 7 (Luke 17 : 20-37) 


hease clean. And we are the house of God 
(1 Cor. 3 : 16). 
Roster Gn caly semeapags fe which God 
is visible. 
Ignorance of evil is best, but when knowl- 
has once.come then only that love of 


caity i safe which is protected by a hatred 
of impurity. ~_. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 





Sere 2d sates 
being published in the Times during 1914 


18. Staying in the World 


T IS my belief that Christ wants us to 
| take our place in life in the most natural 
way, and to do our work right among 
people, in our natural relations, or. in the 
— ular lines into which he may call us. 
‘ou remember that Jesus, in his last prayer 
with his disciples, recorded in the seven- 
teenth chapter of John, did not ask to have 
his disciples taken out of the worid, away 
from the world’s dangers, evils, and expe- 
riences, but that they might stay in the world 
and be kept from its evil. Personally, I 
have no sympathy with the monastic life, 
because it seems to me that it violates that 
rticular thought of the Master for his fol- 
wers and friends. To put it more simply, 
you are a bright, happy girl; you love peo- 
le and people love you. You have already 
bad enough experiences in these lines to 
show you that you may have a tremendous 
influence over people. Your personality is 
strong. People take to you and like you, 
and are ready to follow you and let the in- 
fluence of your life into their inner lives, 
What you have learned of life already in the 
past is sufficient proof to you of this. You 
do not know how much good you can do in 
the world by just letting vour light shine on 
other people’s lives, allowing your life to go 
out to those who need sympathy, kindness, 
rotection, and whatsoever is good and 
eautiful. (ts 
God holds us responsible for the very best 
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It requires no scientific training to 
discover whether coffee disagrees or not. 

Simply stop it for a time and use 
Postum in place of it, then note the ben- 
eficial effects. The truth will appear. 

‘*Six years ago I was in a very bad 
condition,” writes a Tennessee lady. ae 
suffered from indigestion, nervousness 
and insomnia. 

“I was then an inveterate coffee 
drinker, but it was long before I could 
be persuaded that it was coffee that hurt 
me. Finally I decided to leave it off a 
few days and find out the truth. 

‘The first morning I left off coffee I 
-had a raging headache, so | decided I 
must have something to take the place 
of coffee.” (The headache was caused 
by the reaction of the coffee drug— 
caffeine.) 

‘Having heard of Postum through a 
friend who used it, I bought a package 
and triedit. I did not like it at first, but 
after I learned how to make it right, ac- 
cording to directions on package, I would 
not change back to coffee for anything. 

‘*When I began to use Postum I 
weighed only 117 pounds. Now I weigh 
170, and as I have not taken any tonic 
in that time I can only attribute my 
present good health to the use of Postum 
in place of coffee. 

‘*My husband says I am a living ad- 
vertisement for Postum.” 

Name given by the Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15¢c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
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sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

** There’s a Reason” for Postum. 
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that we can do in helping on the kingdom of 
Christ,—that is, in making others better, in 
helping others over hard ways. You remem- 
ber that Christ himself lived this kind of life. 
He never hid himself away from people. 
He never becamea recluse, He.went every- 
where, even to the homes of Pharisees who 
disliked him, and of publicans and sinners 
who were branded as outcasts. He refused 
no opportunities of being helpful in poem 
ways. ‘To him the world was simply a field 
in which he might do good. In every per- 
son he met he saw some one whom he longed 
to help in some way, and to whom he gave 
out the best he had of love, sympathy, cheer, 
comfort. When people followed him in his 
seclusion, even when he was seeking to be 
alone with God, he never became impatient. 
‘The man who wanted to see him was the 
man he wanted to see. The person who was 
hungry or was weary, sad, ignorant, un- 
helped, sinful, was just the person he wanted 
to touch and help and lift up. 

You get my thought, Christ’s idea of a 
beautiful life is one spent as he spent his, 


among people, among needy people, among |. 


sad and lost people, helping them upward. 
This is the life to which I would like to see 
you devote yourself. If you withdraw from 
the world and take up a monastic life, you 
will have opportunities in certain ways of 
doing good; but a large part of your time 
will be spent in personal devotions, ag 
the purifying of your own life. This is 
very beautiful, but it does not seem to me to 
fulfil the Master’s. purpose for you. You 
have splendid abilities for personal helpful- 
ness. I should love to see you put your 
whole life into the work of Christ among 
girls, perhaps the same kind of girls you 
Chiped ao last spring and summer. 





Children at Home 











Two Dunces 
By Anne Porter Johnson 


OBERT was visiting at his Uncle John’s 
in the city, He lived.on a farm,and 
knew very little about the city, but he 

wanted his cousin Fred to think he knew 
more than he really did. Like some other 
country boys, he had an idea that Fred would 
make sport of him if he should act as though 
city ways were not common, everyday things 
to him. This was very foolish, as Fred had 
no such thoughts. Indeed, he thought country 
ways were fine, and nothing gave him any 
more pleasure thana visit to a farm where 
there were trees, brooks, grass, wheat- fields, 
birds, chickens, horses, and other interesting 
things. 

While Robert was in the city he held his 
head high, and would not have asked a aues- 
tion for anything. One morning he wanted to 
mail a letter back home. He knew the mail- 
box was on the corner of the street, but there 
was also the fire-alarm box. As the two boys 
were walking along, Robert was wondering 
just which was the mail-box. When they 
reached the corner, he walked up to one of 
the two, and reaching up as high as he could, 
tried to find an opening for his letter. 

Fred turnedto see what he was doing. 
**What are you trying to do, anyway, Robert? 
Where is the fire? Want to start a fuss?’’ 
asked Fred. ‘‘Better letthatalone. There’s 
a law against bothering with those fire- 
alarms. hat’s that in your hand? Oh, 
a letter, Well, here is the letter-box,’’ he 
added, opening the lid with an easy motion. 

‘When you don’t know, why don’t you 
ask?’? Fred wasa little out of patience. 
Robert said nothing. 

When Robert returned to his home, Fred 
went with him for a visit to the farm. But 
he was just like Robert—he wanted the coun- 
try folks to think he knew all about the coun- 
try. He, too, was afraid that Robert would 
laugh at him if he did not understand all the 
country ways. 

One morning Robert was hitching his pony 
to the cart, and Fred took one side. He 
had never done such a thing before, but not 
for anything would he have said so. Of 
course it was not done right and Robert had 
to fix it all over. 

When Fred wanted to send aletter to the 
folks at home he had no idea how to mail it. 
The boys walked over to town, and Fred 
looked for mail-boxes all along the way, but 
did not see any. After they reached the post- 
office, he could see nothing there that looked 
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like a mail-box. Where would he put his 
letter? ‘* Ah, this is the place,’’ he thought, 
going over to a queer looking affair close to the 
wall. He was about to slide the letter through 
the opening, when Robert stepped up. 

** What in the world are you doing, Fred ?’’ 

** Mailing my letter,’’ replied Fred. 

**That’s a chute down into the cellar, ”’ 
said Robert. ‘*When you don’t know, why 
don’t you ask? Here is the place.”’ 

On the way home, Robert spoke up sud- 
denly. ' ‘*Country boys are too proud to ask 
questions in the city, and city boys are too 
proud to ask questions.in the country. 
Wonder why !”’ 

** Afraid folks will think they don’t know 
everything,’’ laughed Fred. 

‘* Well, folks usually find that out, any- 
way,’’ said Robert. 

**We’re about even, Robert, so let’s call it 
square. We’ll begin over -and ask all the 
questions we can think of, City boys know 
about city things and country boys know 
about country things, and there’s no sense in 
being too proud to ask questions of one an- 
other. We make dunces.of ourselves when 
we pretend to know ali about things we’ve 
never seen, After this we’ll be more sensi- 
ble.’’ 

*‘Agreed,’’ said Robert, 
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Do You Like Your 
Hymn-Book ? 


F YOU specially like, or if instead you 
dislike, the hymn-book that you are using 
in your church, your Sunday-school, or 

your prayer-meeting, the Editor of The Sun- 
day Schoo! Times would like you to write 
him a letter and tell just why. Will you do 
a real service to the Times—and perhaps to 
many of its readers—by answering some or 
all of the following questions when you 
write ? 

1. Is the book you are describing used in 
the preaching services of the church (mern- 
ing or evening or both), or in the Sunday- 
school, or in the prayer-meéeting, or in all 
these services ? 


2. What is it you like best about your | 


hymn-book, and why? (if itis the music, or 
the sentiments of the words, or the way its 
subjects are classified, or any other partic- 
ular feature, please explain’ this quite fully). 

3- What do you think constitutes the 
book’s greatest usefulness to your people ? 

4. Why was a change made from the book 
that was.in use before your present book ? 
What reasons influenced tlie church or school 
to try a different: book ? 

5. When the present hymn-book was se- 
lected by your church or school, how was 
the selection made? (Was a committee ap- 
pointed, or did some individual decide ; and 
what method did. such a person or persons 
follow, as to securing-and examining and 





choosing between books? Please describe 
every step that was taken.) 

6. If you do not like the hymn-book now 
in use, what is your objection to it? 

7. What advice would you give to other 
churches or Sunday-schools that are consid- 
ering a new book ? 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











ERHAPS a frank discussion as to the 
best and wisest method of conducting 
family worship would be an inspiration 

and help in its conduct. This might take 
place some morning by shortening the regu- 
lar reading and attracting attention to the 
subject by introducing it and asking the fam- 
ily to think it over and report later, 

It might also lead to a knowledge of the 
part of the Word which is most helpful ; to 
the method of reading preferred, and to the 
length of various parts of the service. It 
might also reveal what parts of God’s Word 
had been neglected. 

Sometimes the introduction of a map will 
greatly add to the interest, especially where 
journeys or journeyings are suggested in the 
course of study or reading. Sometimes a help- 
ful illustration or letter from some one trav- 


| eling in the Holy Land will help. 


-Another method sometimes helpful is a 
brief pause before the prayer, and a question 
or two as to the greatest needs in prayer. 
This may lead to an individual heart-search- 
ing, and a confession of certain weaknesses, 
or recognition of temptations and struggles. 





june 1 to 7 
Mon.—Luke 17 : 20-37. 
The Coming of the Kingdom. 

The words of Christ’s reply to the doubt- 
ing Pharisees, translated ‘‘The kingdom of 
God is within you,’’ may also be translated 
**The kingdom of God is in your midst.’’ 
Christ himself was the Kingdom, and wher- 
ever he was and is there his kingdom is also. 
If we can bring Christ to men, and if we can 
show them that they are to let him enter into 
their hearts, then his kingdom will be within 
them as well. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: Pray for pure 
thoughts, right motives, unselfish deeds. 
Pray that we may seck to discover the wishes 
and desires of others, and be happy in ful- 
filling them, Pray for victory over personal 
feelings, and control of appetite and sinful 
inclinations. Pray for gentleness, polite- 
ness, courtesy, and sweetness of temper. 
Pray that our feelings may be controlled by 
our Christian character. 


Twes.—Luke 4: 16-27. The King’s Proclamation. 
Jesus Christ, seemed to be always anxious 
to preach and say the thing that was needed, 


( Continued on next page’ 
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4 For Fe mily Wo I i . i 
( Continued-/rom preceding page) 
instead of seeking to say what his he 
wanted him to utter, id pu was 
pap ine d of to please, His gentle w 
had power in them, but the power ‘rebuked 
sin and carelessness. .. . 
PRAYER SuGGEsTions: Ask that cack one 





in the home may be a real help to others to-- 


day. May we speak cheerfully, and act 
willingly, and respond quickly when called 
upon. May we try to put ourselves in the 
place of saahir if he seems to be misunder- 
stood or if he misunderstands us, Ask for 
grace, and gentleness, and sympathy. 


Wed.—Matt. §: 5-16. Subjects of the Kingdom. 

The troubled, the sad, the meek, the soul- 
famished, the merciful, the pure, the peace- 
ful, the wronged, the persecuted; all these 
are subjects of God’s kingdom, and are 
blessed. And they are the salt of the earth, 
and the light of the world, These virtues 
are worth cultivating. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray Ps r relatives 
and friends by name occasionally, and thus 


| bring family worship out of the conventional 


and formal, and make ita part of the v 
inner circle of real affection, is shou 
not be done so often as to make it common- 
place or expected, but if wisely and seriously 
observed it will deepen the whole meaning of 
public prayer and solemnize it. 


Thurs.—Mark 13 : 28-37. Waiting for the King. 

‘*This same Jesus shall so come in like 
manner,’’ said the angels to those gazing 
disciples who saw the Lord ascend. What 
a wonderful promise, and why do we. not 
prize and esteem it more? When our Lord 
returns to claim his own, all will be right, 
and the whole world will know his power 
and deity. 

PRAYER SuGcesTions: We should pray 
more constantly and earnestly for our Lord's 


return, and for the days of fulfilment that |, 
We should pray that we 


he may return, 
may hasten the day of his coming. - **Thy 
kingdom come’ was the first thought of pe- 
tition he gave us in the prayer he taught us 
to pray. 


Pri.—Gen. 7: 13-2E" As in Nosh’s Day. 


What a lot of ridicule poor old Noah must 
have suffered when he was building the ark. 
Of course men could not understand his ac- 
tion, but he believed what God had told him 
to do, and worked on. What a different 
story when the rains continued andthe floods 
rose, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for more 
genuine reverence, One of the greatest sins 
of to-day is.its lack, Stop quietly in your 
prayer, and ask that **just now, as we pray 


together as a family, each heart and mind | 
may be intent and concentrated upon God | 


and the things which we are saying to thee.”’ 


Sat.—Gen. 19: 17-25. Asin Lot’s Day. 

Sin had worked its ruin in Sodom, and 
God was about to destroy the cities of the 
plain, Lot could not believe it, but-did as 
God bade him, and fled. - How foolish he 
seemed in the eyes of the wicked inhabitants, 
but how soon they realized their own foolish- 
ness and the judgment of God. No more 
certain is the punishment of sin than is the 
coming of his kingdom to those who love 
and trust God and do his will. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank God for 
the place and power of prayer. Thank him 


that he hears and answers us; that we may | 


pray regularly and at all times; that he 
loves to have us pray and bids us bring to 
him our troubles, Thank him that through 
prayer we may lay down the burden of per- 
plexity and worry, and pray over the things 
we cannol adjust. 


Sun.—2 Pet, 3: 8-18. Eager Expectation. 

The coming of the Lord is a matter of fear 
only to those who are disobedient and wil- 
fully sinful, ‘*Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away.”’ 
The great eternal day shall come, but the 
nearer we live to Christ the more ‘eager and 
expectant are we for his coming. For with 
him **we look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. ’’ 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Do not pray for 
“advancement of Christs kingdom,"’ but 
for its hastening and coming. Pray that 
the whole world may hear of his sacrifice 
and know of his my nenegye™ 84 then he shalé 
come to claim his own, ay that we may 
obey his command tous to hasten the day, and 
go into all the world and preach the gospel. 
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If a King’s Doctor told 
you to take Sanatogen— 


re would be impressed—for you know that a King’s 
octor must be a man of highest professional standing. 
You would take Sanatogen feeling confident that it 
would do the things promised; give you fresh vigor, 
fortify your system as no other tonic could, 


Nowit is a fact that the private physicians to seven Em- 
perors and Kings, after personal observation of its effects, 
have endorsed Sanatogen i in writing. (See, for instance 
KC accompanying letters of Dr. Ott and Dr. Kuhn. ) 


sores see a king’s phasictte — recommend Sanatogen to 
you, if you could consult him—indeed there , 

are over 19,000 practising physicians who 
would tell you to take Sanatogen, because 
they all have written us of its wonderfully 
beneficent effect, of its power to strengthen 
the nerves, to hel digestion, enrich the 
blood and qauaritly uplift the system in a 
natural, lasting manner. 

Such are the credentials of Sanatogen— 
they. should, they must convince you that 4 
Sanatogen ‘pas a service to perform in 
your case. 

Sanatogen is sold by good druggists 
everywhere in three sizes from $1.00 up. 
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| for “‘Nerve Health Regained’’—a handsomely illustrated booklet’ The basic facts 
of health, the scientific ‘‘HOW”’ and ‘“‘WHY’”? of Sanatogen, told here from the physician's 
point of view, are as remarkable as they are convincing. Address 
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